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Sky watch for the next month: 
• Total Lunar Eclipse — Wednesday, Oct. 8 starting at 

1:17 a.m., peaking at 3:55 a.m. and ending before dawn at
6:32 a.m. Night owls will have a beautiful view if you’ll willing
to stay up overnight.

• Partial Solar Eclipse —
Thursday, Oct. 23 starting at 
1:37 p.m. peaking at 3:45 p.m.
and ending before sunset at 
5:51 p.m. Be sure to wear proper
eye wear as the corona can blind
you if viewed directly.

• Orionids Meteor Shower Peaks
— Tuesday, Oct. 21, one to two
hours before dawn just to the
north of constellation Orion’s
bright star Betelgeuse. With the
second-fastest entry velocity of the
annual showers at 10 to 20 per
hour, meteors from the Orionids
produce yellow and green colors
and have been known to produce

an odd fireball. With a near New Moon the dark skies will
produce bright meteors.

• Zodiacal Light — Did you catch this last month? It’s a faint,
roughly triangular, whitish glow seen in the night sky extended
up from the vicinity of the sun along the ecliptic or zodiac. 
Best time is from Monday, Oct. 20 for two weeks in the
northeast before dawn.

Public Events for the next month:
Monthly Public Stargazing at the Trek Center.
Have you checked us out this year at all? We’ve had a great

year so far, so don’t hesitant to get involved. We’ll talk about
Solar and Lunar Eclipses this month on  Friday, Oct. 10
stating at 7:30 p.m. Small indoor presentation followed by
stargazing weather permitting. Treats and refreshments
provided free of charge and all welcome. Experts on hand the
second Friday monthly at 7:30 p.m. to explain the heavens,
teach scoping skills and help you develop your knowledge of
our sky. 

For further information, contact the Trek Center at 403-485-
2994 and the website www.vulcantourism.com will be updated
regularly.

Neel Roberts is a member of the Calgary chapter of the Royal
Astronomical Society of Canada-the nation’s leading astronomy
club founded in 1849 with over 4,000 members and 29 centers
across Canada. Neel welcomes your questions and comments at
(403)560-6574, Neel_Roberts@ptccanada.com. The members meet
the second Friday monthly at the Trek Center in Vulcan and you
can check them out at http://calgary.rasc.ca/vulcan2014.htm.

Solar and lunar eclipse a
rare pre-Halloween treat

EDITOR:
Should we treat the land like a commodity, or

should we look at private property rights from a
larger, regional or worldwide point of view?

In 1887, a quote was attributed to Chief Seattle
which says, “The Great Chief in Washington
sends word that he wishes to buy our land. How
can you buy or sell the sky, the warmth of the
land? The idea is strange to us ... The earth does
not belong to man; man belongs to the earth.”

Today, large tracts of land along the east slopes
of the Rocky Mountains are being rezoned for
recreational and rural estate properties.

As the land is fragmented, wildlife habitats,
watersheds and the sweeping landscapes that
tourists love so much are becoming dotted with
large country homes. From a wildlife point of
view, this can be devastating. Bears, cougars,
wolves, deer and elk need large areas in which to
roam and cross open range to move from area to
area all through the year.

In Europe, farmers are actually paid to
maintain hedgerows, fences, woodlots and
roadsides. By contrast, western North America
seems unaware that European tourists come here 
for the same reasons and especially that
breathtaking view of the open spaces and vast
rangeland near the Rocky Mountains. Why locals
are not all enthralled with the view may boil down

to the fact that the wonder of nature is taken for
granted, or wildlife is viewed as a nuisance.

Defenders of nature are fighting a mindset.
Society views progress as more and bigger
buildings and commerce everywhere. 

The ranching community takes care of the land
so that it supports grazing animals, both wild
and domestic. A rancher’s community includes
the wildlife.

At the moment, the Cardston County is
deciding whether to allow rezoning from
agriculture to rural recreational on land right
next to the Police Outpost Provincial Park’s
wetland. If this happens a large recreational
development will be built, causing no end of
headaches for adjacent landowners, ranchers,
and those who use the same road. The trumpeter
swans, sandhill cranes and myriad other wetland
wildlife will suffer.

Municipal development plans and land-use
bylaws should be constantly updated and
scrutinized by the public. An environmental
impact assessment is needed at least. Can we
count on county authorities to have the
knowledge, wisdom, vision and understanding in
order to create sustainable, long-term plans and
to follow these municipal plans and their own
bylaws without succumbing to pressure tactics?
DEBBY GREGORASH, LETHBRIDGE

Are private property rights
destroying the open range?
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Left, astronomical binoculars are part of the equipment
the Trek Center visitors use free of charge. Right, Karl
Ivarson Jr.’s expertise allows youth to use the 11-inch
Celestron telescope with ease.


