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A  r e c e n t a r t i c l e b y
R u s s i a To d a y c a l l e d 
“Magnetic field of dreams: 
A m a t e u r  s t a r g a z e r s
help solve myster y of
unknown aurora” speaks
v o l u m e s  a b o u t  t h e
conscientiousness of local
astronomers. 

The European Space
A g e n c y ’ s  S W A R M
launche d on Nov. 22, 
2013, with three satellites
g o i n g  o n  a  m i s s i o n
t o  s t u d y  t h e  E a r t h’s
m y s t e r i o u s  m a g n e t i c
field. 

The magnetic field and 
electric currents in and 
around Earth produce
complex forces that have
vast effects on everyday
life. 

A l b e r t a  s t a r g a z e r s
from the Facebook group 
Alberta Aurora Chaser
hav e  t e a m e d  u p  w i t h
professor Eric Donovan of
the University of Calgary
to solve the mystery of

a previously unknown
aurora in the night sky
above Alberta, known as
“Steve”. 

D o n o v a n m a t c h e d 
a  s ighting of  Steve to
readings collected from
o n e  o f  t h e  s a t e l l i t e s’
routine passovers and 
concluded “it turns out
that Steve is remarkably
common, but we hadn’t
noticed i t  before. It ’s
t h a n k s  t o  g r o u n d -
b a s e d o b s e r v a t i o n s , 
satellites, access to data, 
and an army of citizen
scientists joining forces to
document it”. 

Sky watch
L ook below the ful l

moon on Sunday, July 9 
with a telescope and you’ll
see Pluto all night.

On Monday, July 10 after
sunset, look southeast-
east for a couple of hours. 
Mercury will be next to the
Beehive Cluster.

On Thursday, July 20, 
look northeast-east at 3:30 
a.m. as a pre-dawn Venus
and a crescent moon rise
in the sky.

The Delta Aquariids
meteor shower peaks on
Thursday, July 27. Look
in the southern sky a few
hours before dawn as it
is expected debris from
comet 96P Machholz will
fall at a rate of 15-20 per
hour. The moonless nights
make it easy to enjoy.
Public events

The Milky Way Night at
the Rothney Observatory
near Priddis takes place
from Thursday, July 20 to

Saturday, July 22.
10 p.m. to 2 a.m. are

special evenings at the
observatory dedicated 
to solely observing the
night sky. There will be
an array of telescopes
operated by University of
Calgary astronomers and 
members of the Calgary
c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  R o y a l
Astronomical Society of
Canada.

Yo u  w i l l  h a v e  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l o o k
through the telescopes, 
and astronomers  w il l
be on hand to answer
questions. Go to www.
ucalgary.ca/rao/for more
information. 

Neel Roberts is a member
of the Calgary chapter of
the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada. Neel
welcomes your questions
and comments at (403)
4 8 5 - 2 6 8 3  a n d  N e e l _
Roberts@ptccanada.com. 

L a s t  S e p t e mb e r  my
buddy Dumas Canbee
wrote me a note about how
he warned some tourists on
the Highwood Pass about
the dangers of leaving their
car to get some pictures of
some cattle on the road. 

He cautioned them that 
“mountain cattle” were
unpredictable and that they
were at some risk being
so close to them on foot. It 
was meant to be a practical
joke, although it was not 
entirely false — the wrong
cow could take exception
t o  s o m e o n e  b e i n g  i n
proximity to her calf.

However, I’ve just seen
an article about tourists
standing on the highway
within metres of bears
trying to get that perfect 
shot of a wild animal in all
its glory. 

There were pictures of
folks close enough to black
and grizzly bears that they
wouldn’t have a chance
should the bear  have
decided to attack. 

My first reaction was
t h a t  t h i s  m i g h t  b e  a
demonstration of natural
selection at its finest. 
Weeding out the most 
unintelligent members of
the herd should improve

the overall average, right? 
It would make for some 

fairly graphic YouTube
content if Mr. Bear dragged
a tourist into the bushes by
the back of the neck and 
consumed him because he
ran out of marshmallows. 

I’ll give a bit of a benefit
of a doubt to that tourist
standing on the road; he
might not have read the
brochure or might not have
ever considered a wild 
animal to be dangerous. 
Likely he’s lead a sheltered
existence in an urban
environment where he
grew up watching talking
animals on TV. He might
even think that bears in a
national park are somehow
n o t  w i l d  a n i ma l s  bu t
captive, domesticated
creatures on public display. 
It’s plain ignorance and 
he just doesn’t know the

danger.
Park staff and wildlife

experts maintain that the
solution is education, but
they’re quickly running out
of patience, too. Just like the
solution to so many other
social ills is education. We
still have addictions, drunk
driving, and a myriad of
other preventable human
disorders despite many
millions of dollars and 
millions of hours being
spent on “education”. 

The next step is more
r o b u s t e n f o r c e m e n t . 
This year in honour of
Canada’s 150th year of
confederation, national
park passes are free. That
will result in a lot more of
those folks who don’t know
any better getting out of
their cars and interacting
with wildlife. 

Beyond the hazard to
motorists, they’re putting
lives at significant danger. 
They’re inadvertently
socializing the wildlife, 
putting them at risk. 

An unafraid bear is far
more dangerous than a
shy one. I’ve seen bighorn
sheep try to reach through
car windows to get more
s n a c k s.  O n c e  t h e y ’ re
comfortable around people

and vehicles, wildlife winds
up getting into collisions. 
Once a bear becomes
socialized, it’s usually not
long before it has to be
destroyed. 

That enforcement levied 
to punish this behaviour
will have to be significant
to become a deterrent. I’m
thinking in the thousands
of  dollars  in f ines for
interfering with wildlife in a
hazardous way. 

Pa rk p a s s e s s h ou l d 
b e  i s s u e d  o n l y  a f t e r
a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f
understanding of the basic
risks and the consequences
of misbehaviour.

O r,  m a y b e  m y  f i r s t
reaction is what has to
happen. That YouTube
video of bear versus tourist
might be required viewing
for someone entering the
park. It likely won’t work —
folks still smoke despite the
pictures of rotten lungs on
cigarette packages. Those
pictures aren’t real after
all, and that tourist was a
paid actor and the bear was
computer generated. 

I saw the same scene
on Leonardo DiCaprio’s
movie. Ask me sometime
about the “mountain cow”
story — it’s pretty funny.

Auld Lang Syne

Comment
Don’t feed the bears tourists

June 3, 1985 Vulcan Advocate file photo
Two family names, including the Walker and Mensinger
family, familiar to the Vulcan district since pioneer days, were
represented among the 31 flag donours whose flags were
raised Monday during the Canada Day ceremonies. Here is the
Fred Mensinger family, which includes Lawrence, Fred, Barry,
Wally,Tammy, Karen and Boyd (in front) from Lomond.

June 4, 1990
Throughout the summer a series of fitness activities 
will be offered by the Bodyworks Fitness Club. Events 
planned include windsurfing lessons, volleyball,
mountain biking, hiking and tennis. The first event takes 
place this Sunday, July 8, with a hike through Indian 
Battle Park in Lethbridge. There are 13 miles of biking
and hiking trails to explore in this beautiful park, passing
through the nature reserve and along the river banks.

June 3, 1991
The County of Vulcan Board of Education was expected 
to review tenders for Phase II of the County Central 
High School modernization project at its meeting on 
Wednesday, July 3. Tenders for the project closed last 
week and were then reviewed by the architectural 
firm working with the board. Phase II, said County 
administrator Tom Roberts, involves refurbishing of the
school’s library and changing room areas on the main 
level and changes to the business education area, as 
well as some re-wiring and painting of the top floor.
Work will also be done on the roof. Total estimated 
cost for phase II is about $800,000, with the County 
to pay $225,000. The County’s share will be taken out 
of the board’s surplus funds, so it will not affect the
County’s mill rate. The board intends to borrow the rest 
of the money for the project, but expects to recover 
these funds from the School Foundation Program fund.
Roberts said the board hoped to keep the cost of phase
II lower by hiring the same contractor that completed 
phase I of the modernization. However, Alberta 
Education required the board to re-tender for phase II.
The board hopes to have a signed contract by about July 
20 so the construction work could then begin.

Alberta starwatchers solve aurora enigma

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit


