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Annual Star B Q a fun way to explore the night sky
B Y S TEPHANIE L ABBE
V ULCAN
People are invited to camp under the stars along the
Oldman River, Oct. 1.
The Second Annual Star B Q under a dark sky will
take place. People are invited to camp, fish and check
out the stars at no cost.
Neel Roberts, event co-ordinator, says anyone can
attend and it’s free. People need to let either him or
Karl Ivarson know if they plan on taking part.
The location is about an hour and a half from
Vulcan near Scenic Maycroft, a dark sky zone.
Everything for the event is free. There is camping on
site, washrooms, but no power, lights or cell service.
It’s scheduled that people will meet at the Trek
Centre in Vulcan at 4 p.m. and they are going to leave

Neel Roberts cooks up burgers before nightfall
for the campers last year at the Star B Q event.

by 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Planned arrival is at 5:45 p.m. where people can
take Smartphone day photos of Saturn, Jupiter and
sun spots.
There will be barbecue at 6:40 p.m. followed by a
bonfire after nightfall, so people are asked to bring
firewood if possible.
“It’s a true dark sky with no natural lights and camp
facilities are free close to a river … Very beautiful and
no cost,” adds Roberts, in an e-mail.
As of Sept. 1, Roberts says they are looking at
having at least one to two dozen people attend.
The weather looks promising.
This event is fun for all ages. Families can go out
and spend the evening away from the city or their
hometown and just enjoy nature and the stars.
It’s rare people get that opportunity these days.
“You can not only see the night sky in detail, but it’s
a little known fact in these ideal conditions the Milky
Way can cast a shadow,” adds Roberts.
He says they will be stargazing after the barbecue,
until the stars drop. Some people will camp overnight,
but not everyone does or has to for the event.
There were 15 people who attended this event last
year and it’s looking to be around 20 people this year.
Due to the location of this event and the close
proximity to the Oldman River, people can do some
fly-fishing.
People enjoyed this event last year and they’re sure
to enjoy it this year as well.
There will be burgers and hot dogs provided at the
barbecue, but people are encouraged to bring their
own beverages, chairs, binoculars and camping
equipment.
Those interested in attending must register their
attendance by contacting Roberts at 403-560-6574
or by e-mail at Neel_Roberts@ptccanada.com
or Karl Ivarson at 403-331-8952 or by e-mail at
karl.ivarson@gov.ab.ca.

Photos by Neel Roberts

Local campers cash in on the sun seeing of
planets during last year’s Star B Q event.

Taber

Organ donation awareness raised in Taber
B Y G REG P RICE
S OUTHERN A LBERTA N EWSPAPERS
T ABER
With cases such as town councillor Jack Brewin’s
liver transplant and local Jan Clemis battling kidney
disease with the annual Kidney March, awareness
continues to grow about the importance of organ
donation.
That fact was driven home on Cornfest weekend
at the end of August, when a booth was set up at
Confederation Park to get people to sign organ donor
cards.
“We ended up having 38 people sign up. We had
approximately another 20 or 30 people take the
brochures and others indicated they would be
looking at it online,” said Sharla Kane, a member of
the Taber organ donation awareness team. “Of those
38 who registered, each registered donor has the
potential to save eight lives. So that has the potential
to save 304 lives, which is incredible.”
Both town councillor Jack Brewin and Taber
resident Jan Clemis’ journeys on the importance of
organ donation have been documented in the pages
of The Taber Times. Both Brewin and Andy Tams
who donated a part of his liver to Brewin, along with
Clemis were on hand to help run the Cornfest booth
on the weekend or shoot photographs.

“Before Jack’s illness arose and anyone knew he
needed a transplant, there was definitely much
awareness in our area on the importance of organ
or tissue donation,” said Kane. “There would be the
odd person you would come across that said, ‘Yeah,
I signed my licence’ or signed the back of their
health-care card, but they didn’t really understand
what that meant of how that could impact someone
in the area, province or country.”
One has to look no further than the ‘Jack’s Journey
— Liver Transplant and Recovery and Awareness’
Facebook page to see how the message is getting out
for organ donation.
“Our Facebook numbers have jumped to almost
1,000 people, and it’s not just people here in Taber.
There are people in Saskatchewan, there are people
in Ontario, Newfoundland and British Columbia,”
said Kane. “We have people from all walks of life who
may or may not know someone personally. It’s so
neat because a lot of these people take time to
message us and say, ‘Hey, my father-in-law had
a liver transplant a month before Jack had his’.
There was a lady from Regina who had the same
illness that Jack had and she needs a transplant,
and that it’s been an inspiration following Jack and
Kristopher’s story knowing there is hope for me.”
Kristopher Phillips is a young boy from

Chestermere who was in need of a liver transplant
himself whose family heard of Brewin’s story through
the media, and was able to find a donor in July.
The latest report in the child’s recovery process
is he was able to enjoy a recent long weekend with
his family, but reported back to Edmonton for his
regular check ups.
“You think that 38 people out of the 10,000 people
who maybe walked through Cornfest, that sounds
like a small number, but that is 38 more people
who will tell someone else, and if each of them tells
someone else, maybe they can convince someone else
to sign up or look into it.”
When Kane was manning the organ donation
awareness Cornfest booth along with Jack Brewin
and Andy Tams in a two-hour shift, three people
from out of town approached them, happy that they
were undertaking the endeavour.
“They have had or are on the waiting list for an
organ saying ‘I’m so glad you are doing this’,” said
Kane.
“One lady is actually waiting on a full liver, so
she is waiting on a deceased donor. She said it’s a
horrible feeling that you are waiting for someone to
die in order for you to live, but that is what it is.
That is why it is important to sign that donor card,
you may save someone’s life.”

Granum

Murder Mystery dinner theatre set to raise funds for Granum library
B Y S TEPHANIE L ABBE
G RANUM
The Granum Library is organizing its first Murder
Mystery Dinner Theatre event set for Nov. 5.
Lois Mackintosh, promotional director for the event,
says this is a fundraiser for the library, with money
going toward operational expenses.
“Our small-town libraries struggle to keep the doors
open. There are grants to purchase library material,
but none for operating dollars, which is our biggest
challenge,” says Mackintosh.
The event will take place at the Fort Macleod and
District Community Hall. Cocktails are available at
5:30 p.m. with the supper to start at 6:30 p.m.
LA Chefs from Lethbridge will cater the meal and
there will be entertainment to follow supper.
“This is a fun-filled, action packed event, which a

local flavour and all proceeds go towards keeping our
library open,” adds Mackintosh.
The event will feature a local 1920s murder mystery
with a historical background provided by the Galt
Museum.
There will be table prizes, silent auction and a
performance with the Broad Squad.
Mackintosh says they’re hoping everyone will come
to the event dressed up in 1920-era clothing, which
will help to set the mood for the evening. This event is
for anyone over the age of 18 years.
This is the first time the Granum Library has hosted
this type of event, but a murder mystery dinner
theatre has been held before in the small community.
“A murder mystery dinner theatre was held in
Granum years ago and some of the attendees (who
are on this committee) remember how much fun it

was and how much profit it generated,” adds
Mackintosh.
The night is being based on an unsolved murder in
the Crowsnest Pass with the Fort Macleod RCMP
coming in to solve the cold case. Throughout the
night, people will have to try and figure out who killed
Monte Lewis. The committee used the Crowsnest Pass
museum as a resource for this event.
Also during the evening there will be music from
the 1920s and a charleston contest and activities
throughout the evening.
Tickets are $75 each and available at the library for
purchase. There won’t be any tickets for sale at the
door as they will need to know numbers prior to the
event for catering purposes.
To purchase tickets contact Lois Mackintosh at
403-687-3751 or Wendy Kennedy at 403-687-2115.

