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SEEING THE RINGS: Attendees at the annual star gazing event at the
Vulcan Tourism and Trek Centre on July 11 had the unique opportunity to
view Saturn. This photo was taken with the 11-inch Celestron telescope
with the Cassini Division visible in the rings. The Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada (Calgary) offers free public stargazing at the Trek
Center every second Friday of the month starting at 7:30 p.m.
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WATERTON LAKES NATIONAL

PARK
Waterton Lakes National Park will

celebrate Parks Day this year with
activities on July 18-19. 

Janice Smith with external relations
for Waterton, says most provincial and
national parks celebrate Parks Day each
year. She’s worked for Parks’ Canada
since 1980 and Parks Day has been
going on since then. 

“Parks Day was created by the
Canadian Parks Council and it occurs
every third Saturday of July each year,”
explains Smith in an e-mail interview. 

Thousands of people participate in
Parks Day, where they can bring the
entire family for fun-filled, educational
events in Canada’s beautiful parks. 

Many of the activities that occur on
this day highlight the important role
that parks play in maintaining healthy
and resilient ecosystems. 
As well, they protect critical habitat 
for species-at-risk and contributing 
to human health and well-being. 

Smith says all the events in Waterton
are covered by the entrance fee to the
park. 

“Parks Day is a celebration of
protected areas like national parks,
provincial parks, municipal parks and
other parks across Canada. We mainly
want people to have an enjoyable and
fun experience in a park. We also hope
those people will then value and be
supportive of their parks and return to
enjoy them frequently,” says Smith.  

Activities in Waterton will include

stargazing starting at 9 a.m. on both the
Friday and Saturday with astronomer
Alan Dyer. A news release states
volunteers from Lethbridge Astronomy
Club, Glacier National Park Astro VIP
Program and the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada will help out. 

People will meet at the Cameron Bay
picnic shelter (near the Townsite
Campground). For those wishing to 
participate, you’re asked to bring warm
clothes, binoculars or spotting scope
and a blanket or chair. 

On the Saturday afternoon, there will
be some family fun activities to discover
Waterton’s secrets. As well, there’s
planned to be some geocaching where
people can take the Xplorers program
challenge and then enjoy some
refreshments. 

“Parks Day is a great opportunity to
rediscover our history and reconnect
with nature,” says Ifan Thomas, a field
unit superintendent at Waterton. 

On Friday at 8 p.m., there will be a
theatre program at the Falls Theatre
called The Game of (Wild). Another
theatre program will take place July 19
at 8 p.m. as well. 

“The Waterton Natural History
Association is pleased to lend a hand
with Parks Canada to ensure our
visitors have a fun-filled celebration 
of Parks Day,” says John Russell,
chairman of Waterton Natural History
Association. 
For more information and a full list 

of activities going on in Waterton 
visit: http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/
pn-np/ab/waterton/ne/ne2.aspx.

Parks Day to be celebrated in Waterton
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HELPING OUT: Miss Rodeo Taber 2014 Tianna Meier helps
out a youngster during the wild chicken (actually
pheasant) scramble at the Brooks Little Britches Rodeo
June . It was one of the final duties for Meier as on July 6
Kailey Andrus was crowned the new rodeo queen.
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