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Auld Lang Syne

April 3, 1991 Vulcan Advocate file photo
On March 15, 37 folks from this area were hosted to an
afternoon wheelchair dance at the Vulcan Legion Hall.There
was home grown music, a singsong, visiting and lunch for
about three hours. Here, Annie Chambers has a great time
squired by an unidentified woman while in the background
Margaret Shaw matches steps with longtime friend Florence
Fitzpatrick.

April 3, 1985
Stephen Fonyo and his“Journey For Lives”run will be in Alberta
during the Canadian Cancer Society’s annual fundraising
campaign in April. Vegreville’s Kay McKenzie, Alberta Division
Campaign Chair, urges all Albertans to support the regular
campaign in addition to any participation in the Stephen
Fonyo run. Ongoing programs in public education, patient
services, and cancer research depend upon the annual doorto-door canvass and the business and industry canvass. Local
canvassers will be circulating through the areas of Vulcan,
Ensign and Brant.

April 4, 1990
County of Vulcan guidance counselor Dennis Davidson has
received approval from the Board of Education to offer a
child abuse prevention program in the elementary schools.
The program was approved on March 15 after Davidson
approached the board at its regular monthly meeting.
Davidson told the board the program, which is still being
modified, will be available in theme for the elementary unit
called Body Knowledge and Care. He emphasized that it is not
part of the Human Sexuality unit. Davidson said the program
focuses on child safety, protection and the development of
skills and attitudes and that it will help protect them from
abuse. He added that it will help children develop a positive
self-esteem and make them aware of their own feelings
in all aspects of their lives. It also teaches them how to
act assertively if they are in an abusive situation and what
process they can go through to receive help. Davidson said
the program material is currently available to teachers who
may want to include it in their units. The program must be
approved by parents before it is taught to the students.

To go forward, you sometimes need to look back
Several years ago I had
a chance to go down to
Ontario and stomp around
Lanark County and find
s o m e o f t h e Wi l s o n ’s
beginnings.
The Wilson homestead
is just west of a little town
called Perth which is on
the road between Ottawa
and Toronto.
All the counties and
townships are strictly
divided, and all have a rich
heritage. Some of the land
still remains in its original
families.
It’s pretty country in
its own right, but the soil
barely covers the bedrock
and there’s no mountains
in sight. It’s nice there, but
I can see where someone
with cowboy blood would
want to head west. The
appeal of country that
wasn’t cut up into 100-acre
parcels must have been
strong.
Dad said the best thing
about Ontario was the train
heading to Alberta. I’m
glad he came here, there’s
no place better though it
does have its challenges.
I take a lot for granted
thanks to the efforts of men
and women who opened
up this country and made

Morgan Wilson

More Than I Know
a life here. Many of you
might be descended from
those early pioneers.
I encourage you to
explore your histories — it
is very rewarding and is too
quickly lost.
The next generation’s
worst regret is that they
will not know where they
are from. Dad told my son
once that to head forward
in a straight line, you have
to look back once in a
while.
Below is a poem called
“There’s no better life” that
I wrote.
Chopping ice down at
the spring
For that thirsty bunch of
cows
Seems like winter’s took a
solid hold
We’ll get through it all
somehow

The snow has crusted
over some
The ponies’ legs are
skinned and sore
I guess they’ll have to
come back close to home
Where I’ll feed them a
little more
Old Dog is packing a
frozen paw
His face is all frost and ice
I let him in the pickup
cab
Where it’s cozy, warm
and nice.
I head back to the yard
and feeding pens
Where the crew is nearly
done
Thawing waterers and
treating sicks
It’s already half past one.
We’ l l p u t o u t s o m e
bedding and grind some
feed
Then check the pens and
plow some snow
And if we’re lucky we’ll be
done by dark
Have supper and maybe
watch a show.
We don’t seem to fear the
wintertime
And the twenty-five
below

But do it all because it’s
the way we are
And it’s the best life that
we know.

I looked out through the
pickup window
The other day as it got
light
And watched the chinook
wind touch down
And ease the winter’s
bite.
I got to wondering how it
must have been
Back in my father’s day
Hooking up a team to
sleigh or wagon
And forking out load after
load of hay
I complain about the
tractor
When the heater blows
cold air
And I wonder what old
Dad would say
Or whether he might
care.
But I know what he
would tell me
If I asked him why he
laboured so
He’d say it’s just the way
he is
And there’s no better life
you know

Reformers propose astronomical observation-based Easter date
Va r i o u s c hu rc h
denominations have
suggested reforms for the
date of Easter.
I n 1 9 9 7 , t h e Wo r l d
Council of Churches
suggested direct
astronomical observation
to replace an equationbased method of
calculating Easter. This
would have solved the
Easter date difference
between churches that
observe the Gregorian
calendar and those
that observe the Julian
calendar.
The reform was
supposed to go into effect
in 2001, but has not.
There was another
suggestion in the United
Kingdom, where the
Easter Act of 1928 was
established to allow the
Easter date to be fixed
on the first Sunday after
the second Saturday
in April. This was not
implemented, although

Neel Roberts

The Sky’s the Limit
it is active on the U.K.
Statute Law Database.
Te c h n i c a l l y , t h e
observation method
would be correct, but
many, including me,
can see the advantage
of having it set on the
calendar like Christmas
and New Year.
The scripture gives no
comment on setting a
date.
Sky watch
O n F r i d a y , Ap r i l 7 ,
Jupiter will shine brightly
with its four usual moons
around.

On Sunday, April 16,
look southeast after
midnight and watch the
moon and Saturn rise
close together into the
dawn.
On Sunday, April 30
before sunrise, Venus will
seem almost blinding in a
telescope.
Lyrids meteor shower,
also known as April
shooting stars, is produced
by d u s t p a r t i c l e s l e f t
behind by a comet. Look
east into the constellation
of Lyra near Vega and
you should be able to
catch 10-20 meteors per
hour on average with rare
surges of up to 100 with no
moonlight.
Public events
Check out the monthly
stargazing event hosted
by the Calgary branch of
the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada.
The event starts at 7:30
p.m. on Friday, April 14.

A brief indoor
presentation on “Easter
and the Stars” will be
follow e d by a sp e cial
presentation by Vulcan
Tourism. We will then
begin observing through
our resident 11-inch
Celestron telescope.
All are welcome to this
free event. Refreshments
are provided. Come early
as space fills up by the
time we get underway.
Experts are on hand
the second Friday of
each monthto explain
the heavens, teach
telescoping skills and
help you develop your
knowledge of our sky.
For further information,
contact Vulcan Tourism
at 403-485-2994 or
visit the website www.
vulcantourism.com.
Neel Rob er ts can b e
reached at 403-560-6574
and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com.

