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The fierce chinook winds that raged through the county
Monday and Tuesday have definitely taken their toll. The
Corner Store was the scene of Mother Nature’s wrath as
this trailer lay in a crumpled heap in the ditch Tuesday.
RCMP say the accident occurred at 9:30 p.m. Monday
night and fortunately, no one was injured. It is unknown
exactly how strong the winds were that blew through the
area. Monday evening reports from the weather station
at Claresholm reported winds of 75 kilometres per hour.
Tuesday morning winds registered in an excess of 100
kilometres per hour.

December 7, 1977
The Vulcan Treasury Branch premises have almost
doubled in size with a 1,700-square-foot addition,
giving an overall dimension of 4,000 square feet. To
celebrate the completion of their newly-renovated
building, Treasury Branch management is hosting an
open house on Dec. 16 during which customers will
have the opportunity of chatting with past manager,
Ross White, now the assistant superintendent,
Southern Region. Vulcan manager George Lane said
Wally Taylor, also a previous manager, may join the list
of visiting dignitaries to attend the open house, along
with Ron Holgate, senior assistant superintendent
and Wayne Peterson, who’s in charge of business
promotion.

A tax on life is next
Much gnashing of teeth
has occurred over our government’s narrow focus
towards punishing all things
carbon.
There are many reasons
why this focus seems to be
a foolish strategy and there
are a few jurisdictions who
have tried to manipulate,
price, and limit carbon
emissions and have abandoned their efforts because
it just doesn’t work.
My own bias is pretty
clear on this; I don’t believe
carbon dioxide (CO2) is the
cause of our changing climate. There is some pretty
good science that suggests
that CO2 is the result of climate change, not the cause.
Also, there’s some science
that suggests that increased
CO2 levels will actually
result in more greening of
the world, which can’t be all
bad.
I’m routinely scolded
when I suggest that our climate is at the mercy of the
little star we orbit. I’m not
a climate change denier,
but I’m not an alarmist. I
am concerned that we’re
preparing for the wrong scenario. If the planet warms,
we’ll probably be able to

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know
adapt as more land might
be available for food production. If the planet cools
as some models suggest,
it will be very hard to sustain food production if our
breadbaskets’ growing seasons shorten.
Here’s a bit more than
I know about a carbon
tax. Because CO2 is being
held responsible for
global warming, it is being
classified as a negative
externality. That means that
emitting CO2 is considered
to be a cost to the whole
of society caused by emitters. So, if you burn a fossil
fuel (or breathe out, for that
matter) you’re somehow
responsible for a welfare loss
to society. Hard-core economists spend a lot of time trying to measure social costs

and welfare losses due to
certain behaviours. I’m betting that they also spend
time analyzing their belly
button lint (also more than
I know).
The carbon tax is being
sold as a revenue neutral
mechanism to address
those social costs while
generating social benefits to
offset it. I have some trouble
seeing how that equilibrium
will happen without some
pretty severe adjustments.
My own limited economic
knowledge suggests to me
that, if you increase the price
of everything, you’ll create
runaway inflation.
Can our stumbling economies survive another stress
while this punitive tax seeks
to find it’s neutral status?
Here’s how it’s being sold:
$9.6 billion will be taken
from our pockets by the tax.
The Alberta government
says 60 per cent of Alberta
families will get a rebate to
offset that cost. $3.4 billion
will go to low- and middleincome families, $195 million to coal communities to
“adjust” to their new economy, and $865 million to
small business tax cuts.
The remaining $6.2 bil-

lion will be funnelled to
green initiatives — renewable energy projects, green
infrastructure, and energy
efficiency programs. The
entire premise of this strategy revolves around the
notion that we need to
reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions.
There are some benefits
to that notion regardless of
whether you think GHG is
pollution. Like my research
on the CO2/climate change
relationship, I think that
smart business decisions
that promote efficiencies
will result in reduced emissions anyway. Doing more
with less is a good business
model.
I just don’t think we
should be punished into
making those decisions by
a tax on our “negative externality”. I think we should be
led in those directions by
encouraging innovation
towards cleaner utilization
of our huge carbon-based
resources. If alternatives
develop along the way, it
will be because the financial
climate is healthy enough to
support them.
Gutting our economy to
get there isn’t the answer.

College freshman, 9, trying to prove existence of God by becoming astrophysicist
Mov e ov e r St e p h e n
Hawkins, there’s a new
kid in town and he’s got
sky high goals — literally!
WMeet Will Maillis of Penn
Township, Pennsylvania,
probably the youngest
college attendee at nine
years old.
Starting with algebra
at age 4, he’s now working towards an doctorate astrophysics degree at
Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Mellon University. Focused on
refuting Einstein and Hawking’s idea of “super massive”
black holes, he plans to
master the workings of displacement of space-time,
singularity and pure gravity
to ultimately prove the existence of God.
Declared a “pure genius”
by college administrators
after IQ tests, Will doesn’t
take notes like the other
students, but simply listens, reads and absorbs the
material.

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit
Maillis’s father Peter, a
Greek Orthodox priest,
might have had some
influence on his Christian
upbringing, but his best
advice has been. “God gave
you a gift. The worst thing
would be to reject that gift
and not use it for the betterment of the world.”
Sky watch
On Monday, Dec. 12 after
sunset, look at the moon
from about 6:30 p.m. as it
hides red giant star Aldebaran until about midnight.
On Thursday, Dec. 22
after 2:30 a.m., follow the
rising moon with Jupiter

and binary star Spica until
dawn.
We actually have two
mild meteor showers this
month. The Geminid peaks
Tuesday, Dec. 13 just after
midnight, but the full moon
will block much of it in the
constellation of Gemini.
The Ursid shower peaks
Wednesday, Dec. 21 after
sundown, when the earth
moves through the centre
of the dust trail left behind
by a comet. But the half
moon will reduce visibility. Check out the International Meteor Organization
at www.imo.net/calendar/2017 for more information on all meteor showers.
Wednesday, Dec. 21 is
officially the shortest day
of the year. Depending on
the Gregorian calendar, the
December solstice occurs
annually on a day between
Dec. 20 and Dec. 23. On this
date, all places above a latitude of 66.5 degrees north

are now in darkness, while
locations below a latitude of
66.5 degrees south receive
24 hours of daylight.
Public events
On Friday, Dec. 9, starting at 7:30 p.m, it’s the last
stargazing session of the
year, so check us out if you
haven’t and celebrate the
sixth anniversary of the Calgary chapter of the Royal
Astronomical Society of
Canada hosting stargazing
sessions at the Trek Station
with cake and refreshments.
There will be a short
indoor presentation on
“Christmas in the sky” followed by stargazing through
our 11-inch Celestron telescope.
Treats and refreshments
are provided free of charge,
and all are welcome. Contact Vulcan Tourism at 403485-2994 or visit the website
www.vulcantourism.com
for more information.

