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Comment

The cattle industry is 
being beaten about the face 
and head this fall due to 
some market corrections 
and other factors including 
weather issues and most 
recently a case of bovine 
tuberculosis in an Alberta 
slaughter animal.

The feeder cattle prices 
this fall are about 40 percent 
less than last year. 

While that sounds like a 
huge decline, the upside to 
this is that our calves are still 
bringing reasonable prices 
— just not at the lofty levels 
of last year’s market balloon. 
The real losers in all of this 
were the feeders. 

They were silly enough 
to pay those prices last year 
and wound up losing sev-
eral hundred dollars per 
head on their fed cattle. 

Add to that a stumbling 
economy in an investment 
unfriendly environment 
here and you can see why 
feedbunk space is disap-
pearing and bids are lower.

Those market forces 
are something the indus-
try has had to weather for  
generations. 

We’re price takers for the 
most part, and many of us 
aren’t sophisticated enough 
to hedge against those mar-

ket swings. Even those who 
are have stepped off the field 
for now until things look  
better.

Enter the case of TB. 
While this case is not in 
our neck of the woods, it 
certainly has implications 
for all of us with cows. For 
the folks involved it is a  
catastrophe. 

At the time I’m writing 
this, at least 30 ranches in 
Eastern Alberta have been 
quarantined while herds 
are being tested to see if they 
have been infected.

Because the animal dis-
covered was at one time on 
a community pasture, all 
animals that might have had 
contact with her have to be 
examined.

It couldn’t have hap-
pened at a worse time in the 
marketing cycle for these 

people. 
Typically the calves from 

these herds are sold at this 
time of year. In fact, some 
have been sold in electronic 
sales already and those sales 
contracts aren’t able to be 
fulfilled while those calves 
are stranded under quaran-
tine. 

The owners of those cat-
tle come from places where 
feed and water is scarce and 
facilities to house them are 
non-existent. This could 
quickly become an animal 
welfare issue.

Nerves are frayed and 
the stress is quickly becom-
ing unmanageable. The 
herd belonging to the ranch 
whose cow was discovered 
with the disease will be 
destroyed. 

While there is compensa-
tion for those animals, there 
is little or none for the costs 
incurred by his neighbours 
while they weather out the 
investigation process. 

The fel low with the 
infected cow is sick with 
concern for his community. 
He has done nothing wrong 
and he’s feeling the burden 
of responsibility for this 
wreck.

As of yet, this isn’t a bar-
rier to trade. Canada will 

retain their TB free status if 
no new cases are found in 
48 months. 

Any animals discov-
ered to be infected in these 
quarantined herds will be 
included in this case — not 
deemed to be a new case. 
Small comfort to those peo-
ple and all of us who are 
watching closely.

Officials are reluctant to 
respond to allegations that 
the huge elk population 
near these ranches might 
have contributed to this sce-
nario. Elk carry TB, and they 
have been a major nuisance 
to cattlemen in that area, 
wrecking fences and eating 
stored feed. A cull of that 
herd has been requested for 
many years in fears that this 
very thing might happen. 

The government position 
seems to support the elk, 
given that the herd that was 
introduced there in the ’90s 
was tested TB free then.

We sold our calves last 
week. The price was about 
$650 per head less than last 
year but still among our top 
five receipts since we’ve 
been in cattle. We’re not 
complaining nor should we. 

Our hearts go out to those 
30 ranches — we hope 
they’ll be OK.

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know

TB or not TB, that’s the question

Nov. 1, 1972 Vulcan Advocate file photo
At Carson McKay’s feed stack fire Oct. 23, a strong north 
wind threatened a nearby barn and was also responsible 
for the appearance of Fire Chief Bob Johnston, above. 
He was caught by a cloud of burnt, wet chaff as tractors 
with front-end attachments hauled away burning sides 
of the stack. The only thing gleaming about Bob was his 
teeth, which could provide the setting for one of those 
toothbrush commercials.

October 31, 1990
With parent-teacher interviews coming up on Wednesday, 
November 7, 1990, maybe we should look at ways that parents 
may get the most out of these interviews. School conferences 
or interviews are a great way for parents and teachers to learn 
more about children. You can make your interview more 
successful if you do some “homework” first. Try writing down 
questions to ask. Here are some you may want answered. Is 
my child performing at grade level in reading, math, etc? What 
are my child’s strengths and weaknesses? Does my child need 
extra help in any subject? Are there things we can do at home? 
How much homework do you assign? Does my child complete 
homework regularly? How are my child’s work habits? How 
does my child relate to other children? And be sure to tell the 
teacher about any health needs. 

November 2, 1994
Three years ago, Further Education offered line dancing as one 
of its fall and winter courses, and a group of participants liked it 
so much they formed their own line dancing club. For the last 
two years the club has been getting together every other week 
on the dance floor that the Legion generously donates, to learn 
such dances as the Tush push and the Romeo from instructors 
Terri Gooch and Audrey Richardson. They review old steps at 
each meeting, and try to learn at least one new dance a month. 
And the dances themselves are quite easy, usually six or seven 
steps repeated throughout the song. There are currently seven 
or eight regular members, but they need more members to 
keep the club going or they might have to fold. For that reason, 
there will be a free demonstration at the Vulcan Legion on  
Nov. 10. 

Are you looking for 
something amazing in the 
sky this month? 

The upcoming Leonid 
meteor shower is a heav-
enly show that Christmas 
shoppers take in during 
autumn nights. With less 
daylight saving time over 
this month, the dark sky is 
available for all shifts. Peak-
ing Thursday, Nov. 17 in the 
constellation of Leo, look 
for the backwards ques-
tion mark star pattern rising 
after midnight in the north-
east until dawn. While the 
peak is Oct. 17, you’ll still 
catch some of the streaks a 
few days before and after. 
Unfortunately, the moon 
will block out some fireballs 
no matter which day you 
see it. 

The most famous Leonid 
meteor shower was back 
in 1833 when an estimated 
“storm” dumped an incom-
prehensible 26,000 fire-

balls per hour. While such 
occurrences are a once-in-
a-lifetime event, don’t miss 
the many that happen year 
round by getting free apps 
like “Meteor Shower Cal-
endar”. Available for most 
smartphones, the app actu-
ally alerts you when one 
comes into peak, plus pro-
vides details for future ones. 
Sky watch 

Daylight’s Savings Time 
ends on Sunday, Nov. 6 at 
2 a.m. You’ll get that extra 
hour of sleep. 

Northern Taurids meteor 

shower peaks on Saturday, 
Nov. 12 after dark. The fore-
cast is for seven meteors per 
hour, but the waxing, gib-
bous moon will hinder it 
until after midnight.

Th e  L e o n i d  m e t e o r 
shower peaks Thursday, 
Nov. 17 after nightfall but 
will be hindered by the 
bright,  waning and gibbous 
moon till dawn. To find it, 
look towards the constel-
lation of Leo.  This meteor 
shower should produce 
meteors at the rate of 10-15 
per hour.

On Tuesday, Nov. 29, you 
can see the new moon after 
sunset in the southwest 
before it sets for the even-
ing.  
Public events

The monthly public star-
gazing session at the Trek 
Station takes place Friday, 
Nov. 18, starting at 7:30 p.m.

A short indoor presenta-
tion on the peaking Leonid 

meteor shower followed 
by stargazing through an 
11-inch telescope. Treats 
and refreshments are pro-
vided free of charge. All are 
welcome to attend. 

During the monthly ses-
sions, which take place 
the second Friday of each 
month, experts are on 
hand to explain the heav-
ens, teach telescoping skills 
and help you develop your 
knowledge of our sky. 

For further information, 
contact Vulcan Tourism at 
403-485-2994 or visit www.
vulcantourism.com.

Happy cooler days and 
meteor watching!

Neel Roberts is a member 
of the Calgary chapter of 
the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada. Neel 
welcomes your questions 
and comments at (403) 485-
2683 and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com.

Fall meteor showers a pre-Christmas treat

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit


