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The swimming pool was a busy site recently.
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Lands in the County of Vulcan, south and east of
Lomond and in the Bow River Irrigation District, are
generally classified as irrigable land if they are below
irrigation ditch level and are assessed accordingly for
tax purposes. But of the 23,000 acres of land in the
Irrigation District, only 7,000-10,000 acres are actually
being irrigated from year to year, thus creating the
situation where land that is actually farmed as dryland
is being assessed at the higher values of irrigated land.
The taxable assessments on such land results in tax
levies beyond the ability of the owners to pay, creating
undue hardship. Aware of this situation and of the
fact that a new general assessment will be made in
the Country of Vulcan next year, County Land Assessor
Rudy Kotkas has brought this matter to the attention
of the Department of Municipal Affairs, asking that
some action be taken so the mandatory irrigable land
values for assessment purposes need not be applied
against land that is actually not being irrigated. Most
lands thus affected cannot reasonably be irrigated
unless serviced by substantially more than the usual
number of laterals and therefore are being dry land
farmed. D.J. Russell, minister of Municipal Affairs, has
advised Mr. Kotkas, in a letter dated July 21, that the
department will consider the feasibility of establishing
an additional special assessment rate which would apply
in an irrigation district where the district is relatively
new and development has not proceeded to the degree
necessary to ensure an economic operation and where
no market for specialized crops is available. Both these
conditions apply to the lands about which Mr. Kotkas is
concerned, and it now seems likely that a special lower
assessment rate will apply where irrigable lands are
being dryland farmed. Information regarding another
matter of concern to farmers in the Bow River Irrigation
District has been placed before the Department of
Agriculture. In the Bow River district, owners pay
annually a $3 per acre water charge, even though they
might use no water whatsoever.

Where left is right
In my travels up and
down Alberta and more
notably British Columbia
roads I’ve noticed a few
vehicles with the steering
wheel on the “wrong” side
negotiating traffic alongside
our domestic left drivers.
Having never driven a
right-hand-drive vehicle, I
would suspect that there’s
a bit of a learning curve to
become a competent participant in today’s traffic.
There are a few reasons
right drivers are appealing
First, they are unique
and sometimes desirable
vehicles not offered here.
In B.C., I noticed quite a few
right drive Mitusbishi Delica minivans that appeared
to be diesel powered and
four-wheel drive. Something not offered by domestic manufacturers — yet.
Many were being piloted
by eco-appearing 30-somethings despite the cloud of
exhaust that exited through
the tailpipes apparently
devoid of any emissions
control devices required by
domestic vehicles. I suppose it’s the modern-day
statement vehicle akin to
the VW Westfalia bus of old.

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know
Long hair, hemp t-shirts,
and tie-dyed sundresses
seem to be the required
dress code for these.
I also saw quite a few of
the Subaru WRX hotrods
and Nissan/Skyline rockets.
These are true performance
cars imported at half the
price of their domestic
equivalents. They also
boast some significant performance premiums over
their hometown brethren.
Foreign automakers sometimes aren’t throttled back
in their specialty cars and
offer near track-ready models to the public that aren’t
available here.
I have some trouble with
right-hand drive vehicles.
Unless you’re a postal
employee who has to reach
out and put mail in a road-

side mailbox or a garbage
collector who has to step
out onto the curb to collect
trash, there’s not a good
reason to allow them on
our roads. They come with
unique hazards that make
them unsafe.
More than once I’ve
looked in my mirror and
have seen one of those
budget hotrods attempting
to pass me on a two-lane
road. In a “regular” vehicle, you can edge out to get
a look to see if there’s room
to pass without crossing the
center line. In a right driver,
you just about have to get
the whole vehicle across the
line to see or you have to get
your left-seat passenger to
give you the go-ahead to
overtake. Or, you might be
able to guess if there’s room
by looking past the right
side of the vehicle to get a
peek at the road ahead.
Regardless, you might
need all 400 horsepower
in that Skyline to make
up for your guesswork to
get by me in time. There
are many other traffic
situations where our infrastructure, designed for
left-hand-driven vehicles,

makes for dangerous conditions for cars with the
wheel on the right. Just
imagine a simple left-hand
turn at a busy intersection
where the ability to see
oncoming cars is vital.
Or, here’s the big reason
Canada should consider
banning these oddities: a
right-drive vehicle causes
delays at Tim Hortons
drive-thrus. The menu
board, speaker and pay
window are all on the left.
Unless the driver backs
through the drive-thru,
there could be a lot of
holdup for folks in line getting their double-doubles
and honey crullers. That’s
simply un-Canadian and
just won’t stand.
We might see the day
when owners of these
motorized anomalies insist
on equal access to fast food,
parking garages, and toll
booths. Interestingly, Quebec has banned right-handdrive vehicles — I thought
they might embrace driving
on the left as part of their
distinct society. The rest
of us might have to give in
to right drivers and unisex
washrooms.

at about midnight.
On Thursday, Aug. 25
before dawn until sunrise,
the moon is in the Hyades
star cluster.
This is an excellent month
to view the Milky Way without freezing. Best time is
after 11:00 pm until dawn.
The peak of the annual
Perseids Meteor Shower
starts Friday, Aug. 12 and
lasts until Sunday, Aug. 14
with an estimated rate of
60-100 meteors per hour.
The best time of day to
view them starts at 11 p.m.
facing the northeast in the
constellation of Perseas
until dawn. (The website
www.skymaps.com has free
star charts which will help
you find it.)
For further information,
check out http://www.chiff.
com/science/perseids.htm,
which has a complete video
guide.

12 at 7:30 p.m. on your
calendar and join us at the
Vulcan Tourism and Trek
Station for our monthly
star gazing session.
We will try and show
you the rings of Saturn
during daylight (yes, this
is possible with the telescope we have!) followed
by a short indoor presentation on the Perseids
meteor shower weather
pending.
Experts are on hand
the second Friday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. to
explain the heavens, teach
telescoping skills and help
you develop your knowledge of our sky.
For further information,
contact Vulcan Tourism
at 403- 485-2994 and the
website www.vulcantour
ism.com.

Summer meteor shower campout weekend
This year the annual
Perseids meteor shower
peak happens to fall on
the weekend of Aug. 12-14
and is a great excuse to
head to a camp site.
With the mo on s etting after midnight, it’ll
b e an overnight treat
until dawn. Flaunted as
the most beloved, regular astronomical event of
the year in the Northern
Hemisphere, this celestial
event has been around
seen since the time of
Christ.
Fireballs star t after
dark, and the best bet is to
look in the northeast part
of the sky and the zenith,
the point in sky directly
above you.
The shower event is
the result of comet 109P/
Swift-Tuttle trailing debris
that has been seen since
before Christ and last
obser ved in 1992, but
unfor tunately it ’s not
scheduled to return until
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2126.
Seeing the Perseids
requires no equipment like
telescopes unless you want
to start your astrophotography hobby.
If you’re looking for a
private, dark sky for the
weekend, check out Maycroft just off Highway 22,
the cowboy trail for a real
western experience like our
ancestors did centuries ago.
Sky watch
On Tuesday, Aug. 23
after sunset in the south
Saturn, Mars and Antares
will be vertical until they set

Public events
Mark down Friday, Aug.

Neel welcomes your
questions and comments
at 403-485-2683 and Neel_
Roberts@ptccanada.com.

