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Dec. 19, 1983 Vulcan Advocate ﬁle photo
A GMC 4x4 pickup is pulled from the icy depths of Lake
McGregor under the watchful eyes of its Calgary owners.

January 5, 1983
Lakeview Service of Milo had almost three steady days of
unwanted business during the Dec. 18-19 weekend when
vehicles went through the ice in three separate incidents along
the west front of the lake. On Dec. 18 a Volkswagen van went
through at the north end of the lake and had to be pulled out.
At about noon on Dec. 19 three Calgary men went into several
feet of water and, although they got out safely, their van was
almost completely submerged.

January 6, 1993
An absent-minded tenant left a window open in his room in
the Vulcan Hotel Dec. 29 and a water pipe froze and burst,
damaging the games room below. Owner and manager
Dale Brown said the ceiling collapsed and three games
machines were damaged, but the carpet was salvaged with
a good cleaning. Brown said the damage is not covered by
his insurance policy as he does not carry all-risk insurance, so
repairs to the building will cost him about $1,000.

January 7, 2004
Things are heating up on the solar power front, judging by
progress reported at the Dec. 8 Vulcan Town council meeting.
Morten Pedersen of M.V. Pedersen Engineering and Jim O’Keefe
Energy Consulting told councillors they have secured $150,000
in funding from the federal government for a study on the solar
project’s feasibility, with another $50,000 pending from the
province. Discussions are also underway with various private
organizations who might find benefit in the solar energy
project.

Global schoolyard bullies
There are new buzzwords
beginning to make their
appearances in agriculture
and other industries across
our great land. Terms like
“sustainable”, “responsible”,
and, oh yes, “environmentally conscious”.
Now, at first glance you
can see the merit of these
ideological tenets, but when
you look a little closer you
see a lot of baggage attached
to them.
One of the largest corporations in the world has
adopted the “sustainable”
moniker when sourcing its
raw materials.
McDonald’s restaurants
are beginning to require that
their food is being sourced
from producers who
demonstrate sustainable
practices.
Unlike the burger joint
across the street with its
claims of added steroidfree beef and antibiotic-free
chicken, the McDonald’s
project is one that might
be a real boon to the meat
industries by showing just
how production methods
that already exist fit the
sustainable model.
There might be some
money available for producers to help meet the guide-
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lines and achieve a verified
sustainable qualification.
Problem is, not everyone
is drinking that sustainable
Kool-Aid, and those folks
are going to lose their place
in the market by sticking to
their principles that what
they’re doing is just as valid
as someone with a “verified
sustainable” sign on their
driveway.
What we really have to
be worried about is what is
truly driving that consumer
pressure.
We’re seeing agriculture
and petro industries being
bullied into practices and
ideologies because perception is reality in the minds of
consumers.
Anti-science, anti-carbon, anti-meat (and a huge
list of other objectors) lobbies are hard at work churn-

ing out tainted information
about their latest causes.
The lobbyists have convinced a naive population
that anyone who dares
pull a drop of oil from
the ground, tinker with
the genetics of a plant or
administer a growth promotant to an animal is
dooming the planet to a
future of environmental disaster and its inhabitants to a
future of poor health.
Those perceptions are
dr iving consumers to
demand more responsible
production methods for
their goods.
The lobbyists drag up
30-year-old stock photos
of strip mines and some
video of boneheads beating
on milk cows with clubs to
reinforce their propaganda
that makes it to the top of
any Google search about
the oil sands or dairy farming.
Our governments have
become the prime targets of
those lobbyists.
They’ve been convinced
that we’re losing those
market positions by not
responding to the environmental doomsayers and
anti-science zealots.
Government policies are

beginning to reflect those
pressures by levying taxes
on carbon and promoting labelling campaigns on
genetically-modified food
ingredients.
All in the face of some
really sound evidence
that we’re responsible producers who have
sustainable, ethical,
science-based pract i c e s t h a t p rov i d e u s
with environmentally
conscious petro and
agri-products already.
We’ve been bullied into
these positions by market
forces driven by the notion
that “the consumer is
always right”. Even if they’re
wrong.
Oh, and don’t think this
whole scenario doesn’t fit
into the socialist scheme of
supply managed, collective
control. Upcoming legislation will begin to spread
those tentacles under
the guise of Local Food
procurement and Green
Energy project land allotments.
Better get used to that
orange Kool-Aid. The oil
patch and coal community
have already had to swallow
a tanker full to wash down
the carbon tax.

Northern lights moving southbound?
A recent Columbia
University study suggests
a weakening magnetic
pole might be pushing
the famous Arctic Aurora
Borealis sky show closer to
the US/Canada border.
Dennis Kent from
Lamont-Doherty Earth
Observatory claims the
planet’s magnetic field is
down 10 per cent over the
last 20 years, according to a
recent BBC interview.
This is wonderful news
and a great start to the new
year for us at this latitude,
considering the bulk of the
Canadian population is
close to the 49th parallel.
While we do not have
the six months of near
darkness to enjoy it like
t h e y d o, t h e w a r m e r
weather gives us the
advantage to stay outside
longer with darkness all

real deal.
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year round. Kent confirms
we can expect more auroras appearing in lower latitude regions.
On the opposite side of
the planet, the southern
lights, or Aurora Australis,
could be in the same boat
with theirs crawling north.
Evidence of this shift has
become plain in places
like Ottawa, which experienced frequent occurrences in recent years.
Time will tell if this is the

Sky watch
Just before dawn on Friday, Jan. 8 you can catch
Venus and Saturn rising
in the southeast-east for
the next few days with the
naked eye.
Look at the moon on
Tuesday, Jan. 19 at 7 p.m.
as Aldebaran, the brightest star in the constellation
Taurus, will hide behind it
for about an hour.
Public events
Check out our first stargazing event for 2015,
which also happens to be
on Friday, Jan. 8, courtesy
of the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada (Calgary) starting at 7:30 p.m.
A brief indoor presentation will be followed by
stargazing with an 11-inch

telescope and binoculars
outside (weather permitting).
Experts are on hand
the second Friday of each
month, beginning at 7:30
p.m., to explain the heavens, teach telescoping
skills and help you develop
your knowledge of our sky.
All are welcome to this
free event. Refreshments
are provided.
For further information,
contact Vulcan Tourism at
403-485-2994 or visit the
website www.vulcantour
ism.com.
Neel Roberts is a member of the Calgary chapter
of the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada. Neel
welcomes your questions
and comments at 403-4852683 and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com.

