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Auld Lang Syne

Dec. 5, 2002 Vulcan Advocate ﬁle photo
Aaron McCarty tells ol’ Saint Nick what’s on his Christmas
list this year during the Moonlight Madness festivities at
the Vulcan Tourism and Trek Station.

December 1, 1982
An ambitious three-and-a-half-year project of the
Arrowwood-Mossleigh Historical Society will culminate
in the public launching of the book, “Furrows of Time”,
Dec. 12 at the Arrowood Community Hall. The 656page volume contains a history of the Arrowwood,
Shouldice, Mossleigh and Farrow districts dating
back to 1883 for Mossleigh areas and the early 1900
homesteading area for the Arrowwood region.
An excellent response to the project from district
residents brought in about 3,000 pictures, many of
them included in the book’s composition, as well as
important historical information.

December 4, 1991
Since its beginning in a small room in the community
hall in 1981, the Arrowwood Municipal Library has
grown to become “the fireside” of its community. “This
is what every small town library could be,” commended
Chinook Arch Library Project chairperson Donna
Dietrich during the 10th anniversary celebrations at
Arrowwood Nov. 29. Now housed in a quonset-type
building next to the village office, the library offers a
selection of almost 6,000 fiction books and close to
1,500 in reference and non-fiction.

December 5, 2002
Eleven per cent of eligible voters decided Del Olsen
was their man in a Dec. 2 byelection. Vulcan residents
cast 139 out of a possible 1,200 plus eligible votes in
the three-candidate race. “Unless it’s a full council with
mayor, byelections don’t really bring in a lot of voters,”
said returning officer Wally Sholdice. Weather could
have played a factor in the low turnout. Sholdice said
the Town usually expects about 30 per cent of eligible
citizens to cast votes in a byelection.

A wolf in safety’s clothing
“Employment Standards
protections are meant
to capture workers in
employment relationships,
where work performed
by an employee is usually
done for the benefit of the
employer.”
This from the Alberta
Government’s Jobs, Skills,
Training, and Labour
page where there are a few
FAQs listed regarding the
new proposed legislation
covering Alberta farm
workers.
My little farming
company has two full-time
workers. It pays one of us
a monthly salary to do
work “for the benefit of the
employer”. The FAQ answers
go on to explain that
work done outside of the
employment relationship
is not subject to the
Occupational Health and
Safety (OHS) legislation.
Things like maintaining
the residence and yard,
gardening and recreational
activities wouldn’t be
under OHS scrutiny. I’m
betting the line defining that
employment relationship
might be a bit blurry. Our

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know
paid employee’s domestic
chores have quite a bit to
do with the benefit of the
employer.
I’m not entirely opposed
to the notion that employees
should have recourse if
they’re being exploited by
an unscrupulous boss. You
don’t need a union to do
that — you need a healthy
workplace culture.
Also, I’m not opposed to
the notion that there should
be compensation available
outside of the legal system
should a farm or ranch
worker be injured on the
job. Workers Compensation
is just one option to provide
that; a wise employer would
insure against liability and
disability claims with his

farm insurer.
I am opposed, however,
t o t h e n o t i o n t hat a g
employers are unfeeling
dinosaurs with only their
financial bottom line
in mind — workers be
damned. As well, I’m
insulted by bombastic
bureaucratic bull crap that
insists that legislation and
regulation are the only
way to prevent workplace
injuries and deaths and that
we’re all to blame for every
fatality by not implementing
labour standards 98 years
ago.
This legislation and
its proponents are in the
spotlight on the heels of
a horrible tragedy that
occurred this fall that
claimed three young lives
on a family farm. I’m
insulted by the undertones
of the intent of this
government that suggests
that somehow if the NDP
and its regulations were
in place, those three kids
might still be alive. They’re
as much as saying: Shame
on us for allowing that to
happen.
I’m also concerned at the

blind rage this has caused in
the farming and ranching
community. We’re not
doing ourselves any favours
running around shouting
“the sky is falling” without
looking up. Emotional
reactions are natural but are
seldom based in solid fact
and lead to poor decision
making. Our kids will still
know what it means to grow
up on a farm. They’ll still
be able to contribute and
learn what it’s like to sweat
and eat a little dirt. You’ll
just have to attach a value
to that and pay Workers’
C o m p e n s at i o n B o a rd
premiums accordingly.
More than I know: The
real intent of this legislation
has little to do with farm
safety but more to do with
spreading collective dogma
and union heft. Premier
Rachel Notley is a labour
lawyer — what did you
expect? OHS and WCB are
just the wrapping on the
union package.
By the way, just because
we’re the last holdouts
doesn’t make us ignorant or
uncompassionate.

First Christmas astronauts sent Genesis 1 Earth greeting
Since the Apollo 8 days of
1968, astronauts have spent
many Christmases in space
whether it’s on the International Space Station or on a
mission. The crew of the first
mission — Frank Borman,
Jim Lovell and Bill Anders
— decided to be unique in
their message. Knowing
they had the largest audience in the world that Dec.
24 evening, they decided on
reading the first 10 verses
of Genesis 1. When asked
several years later why they
chose this, Lovell explained,
“The first 10 verses of Genesis are the foundation of
many of the world’s religions, not just the Christian
religion. There are more
people in other religions
than Christianity around
the world so this would be
appropriate to that, and so
that’s how it came to pass.”
Whatever your faith is, the
Greek meaning for Gospel is
“good news”, which is where
the Christmas story comes
from and it’s something eve-

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit
rybody can use today. The
men of 1968 and 2,000 years
ago all wanted to share the
“good news.”
Sky watch
O n Mo n d ay , D e c . 7
before sunrise look east to
see the meeting of a crescent moon, Venus and the
comet Catalina. Catalina
will be visible all month
before dawn.
If you’re celebrating
Christmas Eve, the full
moon will be up all night
before setting at sunrise.
We actually have two
mild meteor showers this
month. Geminid peaks on

Sunday, Dec. 13 just after
midnight. The Ursid shower
occurs on Tuesday, Dec. 22
after sundown when the
earth moves through the
centre of the dust trail left
behind by the comet until
the moon comes out before
sunset. For more on all
meteor showers check out
the International Meteor
Organization at www.imo.
net/calendar/2015.
The winter solstice arrives
on Monday, Dec. 21 is at
9:48 p.m. This is officially
the shortest day of the year
and occurs when the sun
reaches its most southerly
declination of -23.5 degrees
and likewise the North Pole
is tilted 23.5 degrees away
from the sun. Depending
on the calendar, the December solstice occurs annually
on a day between Dec. 20
and Dec. 23. On this date,
all places above a latitude
of 66.5 degrees north are
now in darkness while locations below a latitude of 66.5
degrees south receive 24

hours of daylight.
Public events
The monthly public stargazing at the Vulcan Tourism and Trek Station takes
place on Friday, Dec. 11
starting at 7:30 p.m.
Come celebrate our fifth
anniversary of the Royal
Astronomical Society of
Canada’s Calgary chapter
with cake and refreshments.
A short indoor presentation on “Christmas in the
sky” will be followed by stargazing through an 11-inch
Celestron telescope. All are
welcome.
For further information,
phone the Trek Center at
403-485-2994 or visit www.
vulcantourism.com.
Neel Roberts is a
member of the Calgary
chapter of the Royal
Astronomical Society of
Canada. He welcomes
your questions and
comments at 403-4852683 and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com.

