
Auld Lang Syne

Comment

I learned a little during 
t h e  1 1 - w e e k  e l e c t i o n 
c a m p a i g n  a b o u t  t h e 
mindset of social media 
activists. 

I  dared to comment 
on a post on Facebook 
that showed a picture of 
Prime Minister Stephen 
H a r p e r  a n d  P r e m i e r 
Rachel Notley above an 
article that spoke to the 
premier’s preference of 
an east-west  pipeline 
over  the Keystone X L 
project supported by the 
federal Conservatives. 
My comment was critical 
of the NDP position, and 
I  h o p e d  t h a t  a n  N D P 
federal government, if 
elected, would not be 
a s  e a g e r  t o  a b a n d o n 
i n i t i a t i v e s  w i t h  t h e 
economic potential of a 
Keystone pipeline.

T h e  b a c k l a s h  w a s 
immediate.  I  was told 
to “shut the <bleep> up 
you hillbilly” and that the 
Conservative government 
was responsible for all of 

the ills in Canada from 
low oil prices to poor gas 
mileage in our pickups. I 
waded in to the debate a 
bit deeper than I wanted 
to and finally gave up 
after trying to incite an 
intell igent discussion 
in the face of insult and 
name calling.

For giggles, I creeped 
t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ’ 
Fa c e b o o k  p a g e s  j u s t 
to attach a face to the 
comments and see who 
it was that thought I was 
an uneducated hillbilly 
Conservative shill. 

T h e y  s e e m e d  t o 

b e  3 0 - s o m e t h i n g 
professional students for 
the most part. One fellow 
appeared to be a hipster 
urbanite  with several 
cats, one a psych student 
i n  h i s  s e v e n t h  y e a r 
towards his degree, and 
another a snowboarder 
anti-everything whose 
m i s s i o n  i t  i s  t o  g e t 
marijuana legalized.

I  s u s p e c t  t h e s e  a re 
reasonably intelligent 
folks (that’s more than I 
know), but here’s what 
I’ve learned. Criticism 
on social media is easy. 
Accepting criticism is not. 

I  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e 
critical comments with 
some examples of why 
I  h e l d  t h e  o p i n i o n s  I 
presented. I was called an 
idiot, a moron, a cultist 
and a hillbilly. 

T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e 
valid arguments made 
by some respondents, 
b u t  by  a n d  l a r g e  ju s t 
insults,  profanity and 
ravings. Most posts to 

p o l i t i c a l  i t e m s  m a d e 
d u r i n g  t h e  c a m p a i g n 
included much of this 
v i t r i o l  —p a r t i c u l a r l y 
towards Harper and the 
Conservatives. Mulcair 
was successful in his bid 
to Stop Harper, just not in 
getting elected himself.

I ’ v e  s i n c e  b e e n 
lambasted over criticisms 
I’ve made to less political 
i t e m s  w i t h  m u c h  t h e 
same result. 

P e o p l e  n e e d  t h e i r 
o p i n i o n s  a n d  p o s t s 
to be “liked” to affirm 
themselves. I’m getting 
a kick out of throwing a 
wrench in that machine. 

I’m not going to like 
comments any more and 
might be critical if I see 
fit. If that forces folks to 
find ways offline to find 
self worth wouldn’t that 
be cool? 

L o o k i n g  f o r w a rd  t o 
being “unfriended”. Tweet 
me @Morganifi cent if you 
want to call me names, 
we’ll chat.

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know

Being critical online

Nov. 4, 2001 Vulcan Advocate fi le photo
Arrowwood Community School students Sage Old Red Man, 
Scott Boyd and Malcolm Stimson were joined together as 
one of the many groups involved in the school’s sixth annual 
pumpkin carving.

Nov. 5, 1980
At a special council meeting on Oct. 14, with Mayor David 
Mitchell, Roy Elmer, Don Schmidt and Emil Hartung in 
attendance, the proposed site for the new hospital was 
discussed. Ivan Haga and Allan McAskile, representing the 
Hospital Board, presented a plan of survey which does not 
coincide with the original plan as approved by the Faths and 
which leaves them with a strip of land diffi  cult to farm. It was 
suggested that the Hospital Board purchase the .83 acre strip 
of land east of the proposed site, which the Faths may be more 
likely to approve, or move the site to the east boundary of the 
Allen Subdivision . The Hospital Board indicated it would re-
approach the Faths. 

Oct. 31, 1990
Plans are continuing on the Vulcan Bodyworks Fitness Club 
which will be added onto County Central High School  (CCHS) 
under a joint-use agreement between Bodyworks and the 
county Board of Education. Club president Len Wade said a new 
architect has been hired and he’s waiting to get layout plans 
of CCHS so he can begin working on a fi tness club design. The 
estimated cost for the facility is $150,000. Secretary Gloria Quick 
said $36,000 of this has yet to be raised. 

Nov. 7, 2001
As the saying goes, “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.”  The 
long-term care facility at the Vulcan hospital doesn’t believe in 
this cliché and, with a donation of computer equipment from J 
Lundy Findlay and Son Insurance, they’re going to prove it can 
be done. Long-term care residents will be able to communicate 
with grandchildren who have their own access to e-mail. The 
computer will act as a learning tool as well, such as games that 
address the speech therapy issue for some stroke patients.   

Fall meteor showers amaze 
Christmas shoppers

The longer nights might 
make it tougher to get 
around after work if you’re 
packing the malls  for 
presents, but sooner or later 
you’ll take a break hopefully 
under the starry sky. 

The annual Leniods 
meteor shower, better 
known as the best one of the 
fall, is a sure sign winter’s on 
the way. 

The heavens will light 
up the evening sky in mid-
November, with the Leniods 
peaking on Wednesday, 
Nov. 18. 

Just before will  be a 
second meteor shower 
called the Northern Taurids, 
which peaks the previous 
week, on Th ursday, Nov 12. 

With the moon not an 
issue for both, we’ll see 
some spectacular fireballs 
light up the night sky. 

Lastly, the Southern 

Taurids peaks Thursday, 
Nov. 5 with expectations of 
seven meteors per hour but 
will some interference with 
the slim waning moon at 
dawn. 

All meteor showers can 
be seen with the naked eye, 
but if you have a fast shutter 
(and finger) they can be 
photographed. 

Or you can watch them 
online at main.slooh.com. 

Sky watch

The Northern Taurids 
meteor shower peaks on 
Th ursday, Nov. 12 after dark. 

The forecast is for seven 
meteors per hour, and it 
will be noticeable since the 
moon is almost new.

The Leoniod meteor 
s h o w e r  p e a k s  o n 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 after 
night fall with the moon 
down till dawn. 

I t  s h o u l d  p r o d u c e 
meteors at the rate of 10-15 
per hour.

O n  T h u r s d a y ,  N o v. 
12 before sunset, look 
southwest as Saturn sets 
with the near new moon.  
Public events

The monthly public 
stargazing session at the 
Trek Station takes place on 
Friday, Nov. 13 starting at 
7:30 p.m. 

A  s h o r t  i n d o o r 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e 

upcoming Leniods meteor 
shower will be followed 
by stargazing through 
an 11-inch Celestron 
telescope.

Treats and refreshments 
are provided free of charge, 
and all are welcome.

Experts are on hand 
the second Friday of each 
month to  explain the 
heavens, teach telescoping 
skills and help you develop 
your knowledge of the sky.

For further information, 
contact the Trek Station at 
403-485-2994 or visit www.
vulcantourism.com.

Neel Roberts is a member 
of the Calgary chapter of 
the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada. Neel 
welcomes your questions 
and comments at (403) 485-
2683 and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com. 

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit


