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Vulcan’s swimming pool was packed with suds and
bathers as part of a giant close-out bubble bath. There
were four sessions of swimming lessons held this year,
with the ﬁrst session running from July 2-13, with a total
of 100 children participating.

September 5, 1957
The provincial department of Public Health has
informed the local Foothills Health Unit that a limited
amount of flu vaccines will be available in the province
for the control of epidemic influenza. Reports so far
received by the department from Ottawa indicate that
30,000 doses wil be available by the end of September,
with another 90,000 between then and the beginning
of March 1958.

September 3, 1980
Two young men who held up the Milo Scotia Bank at
gunpoint on Aug. 26 are still at large. Shortly before
noon, two men walked into the bank, turned guns on
manager Dave Simmell and staff members, and locked
the door. After taking an amount believed to be in the
neighbourhood of $2,000, they ordered staff into the
walk-in vault and left. Minutes later the the vault door
was opened, and RCMP and bank officials were called.
An immediate road block was set up in the area as part
of a search system, and RCMP patrol cars converged on
the community.

Eating responsibly
Agricultural producers
are at or near the bottom
of the food chain of the
food industry.
At or near the top are
the consumers of those
products. The old business axiom states that
“the customer is always
right” is one that holds
sway in our industr y,
even if it is severely
flawed.
The assumption is
made that customers are
properly informed when
making decisions on the
goods or services they
require or desire.
It is the responsibility of vendors to meet
those requirements. That
assumption of informed
consumers is also
severely flawed.
It’s not as if there is a
shortage of good information about food and
food production.
It ’s just that there’s
also a preponderance of
information that is misleading, incor rect, or
even malicious when it
comes to the production
and consumption of our
food products.

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know
The problem is sifting
through all of that data
to come up with credible,
accurate information to
use to make good decisions about your food
consumption.
I get that people have
free will to choose what
they want to put in their
bodies.
I also get that some
people have philosophical issues with things
like meat production and
animal stewardship.
I also get that people
are deeply concerned
with the environmental
impact of food production.
There are many other
layers of the food production onion that concern

consumers; I get that too.
What I don’t get is
the way that consumers
jump on bandwagons
driven by misinformed
celebrities and television
quacks whose main mission is to vilify the producers of the foods we
eat.
People need to see
where their grains and
oilseeds come from. They
need to see poultry and
dair y operations, and
learn why they do the
things they do to provide
quality, affordable food
to the grocery store.
They need to be aware
that some food production is not pleasant or
pastoral, and that meeti n g o u r p o p u l a t i o n s’
needs means operating
on some very large scales
as well.
Large farms and intensive livestock operations
are visible links in that
food chain whose practices are largely misunderstood.
As much as they are
targeted by hyper-sensitive consumers, they’re
not in the business of

poisoning their customers and ruining the land
they use.
T h e re a re o p p o r t u nities to attend Open
R a n c h a n d Fa r m D ay
events to see where
your food comes from.
I encourage you to seek
one of these and get
some real information
from actual producers.
Go ahead and practise what dietary method
seems right for you. Do
so advisedly, but be
aware that your choices
do have an impact on our
food producers.
You have the ultimate
right to police what goes
in your body.
The information
you use to make those
choices should be based
on good scientific data
relevant to your dietary
preferences or requirements.
It shouldn’t be gleaned
from sources whose chief
mandate is to discredit
food producers or to sell
their latest fad books.
Do the research and
you can be one of those
customers who is right.

Fall lunar eclipse on Sunday, Sept. 27
On Sunday, Sept. 27 after
supper will be a special full
moon rise. Known as the
harvest moon by farmers, it
will come up in near semieclipse mode at about 7:30
p.m. in the east.
It will reach its maximum
eclipse at 8:47 p.m. for
about 45 minutes, so there’s
lots of time for pictures
and observation. It will deeclipse for about two more
hours before going back to
normal.
It is a wonderful sight to
see with your eyes alone,
but it can be appreciated
even more through a telescope. You should be able
to capture pictures with
your smartphone, and the
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada (RASC) will
be set up that evening at
the Vulcan Tourism and

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit
Trek Station for this special
event starting at 7 p.m.
Sky watch
On Friday, Sept. 4,
and going into Saturday
morning, look northeasteast as the moon rises
with the star Aldebaran
in eclipse but comes out
from behind after about
30 minutes.
On Thursday, Sept. 10
just before sunrise, look

east before 7 a.m. to catch
Venus and Mars next to the
crescent noon. Jupiter is
not far behind before dawn.
The Zodiacal Light, a
faint, roughly triangular,
whitish glow seen in the
night sky extending up
from the vicinity of the sun
along the ecliptic or zodiac,
is difficult to find, but the
best time is from Friday,
Sept. 11 for two weeks in
the east morning twilight.
A partial solar eclipse
takes place on Sunday,
Sept. 13 with the peak at
12:52 a.m.
Public events
Join us Friday, Sept. 11
at 7:30 p.m. for our regular
monthly meeting. A short
indoor presentation will be
followed by outside observing. The topic this month

will be on the total lunar
eclipse and the Star Barbecue being held near Maycroft on Saturday, Sept. 12.
The presentation will
be followed by stargazing
through our 11-inch telescope, weather pending.
Experts will be on hand to
explain the heavens, teach
telescoping skills and help
you develop your knowledge of our sky.
For further information,
contact the Trek Station at
403-485-2994 or visit www.
vulcantourism.com.
Neel Roberts is a member
of the Calgary chapter of the
Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada. He welcomes
your questions and
comments at (403) 4852683 and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com.

