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June 5, 2003 Vulcan Advocate ﬁle photo
Grand Champion Steer “T-Bone” and owner Jessica Wyatt
of the Arrowwood 4-H Club. “T-Bone” sold for 2.40 per
pound to kick off the 2003 auction.

June 7, 1967
Rosella Bjornson , 19, of Champion, with Mrs. Gordon
Laing as her co-pilot, flew her father’s Cessna 170b
in the Rocky Mountain House Centennial Air Race,
netting her $1,000. The race, known as a calculation
race, was part of the Rocky Mountain House Fly-in and
Air Race. The race was staged in three legs, Lethbridge
to Calgary, Calgary to Edmonton, then Edmonton to
Rocky Mountain House. Contestants were required to
estimate their flight time and fuel consumption for
each leg of the race. The race was scored on a penalty
system, with Bjornson and Laing receiving only
one out of a possible score of 100. There were 160
contestants, some of whom received up to 85 penalty
points.

June 5, 1991
Roughly 200 competitors came out to the second
annual Tinman Triathlon. Eighteen-year-old Paul
MacEathern, of Calgary, won the Tinman award with
an overall time of 47 minutes 34 seconds in the junior
male category. Barb Wade, Tinman organizer, said
the triathlon is proving to be a popular event and
expected it to become an annual event.

June 5, 2003
A huge wave of support took over the year’s 4-H
Beef Show and Sale after mad cow disease delivered
a crippling blow to the Alberta cattle industry. The
average price paid for steers at the May 27 event was
one of the highest recorded until then. Thirty-six
steers were auctioned off that day, including cattle
from Arrowwood, Lomond and Champion beef clubs.

Talk about the weather — again
I think spring ver. 2.015
has been successfully
installed after a few bad
releases of the software
showed some bugs.
I’m awaiting the
summer program and
hope it fills in some of
those gaps that spring gave
us in early May as winter
was being uninstalled.
Particularly the frost
module that didn’t allow
the proper installation
of the first spring beta
version we’ll just call
winter 2.014 XP.
The weather is one
of those conversation
topics we resort to when
making small talk with our
acquaintances.
There are places in the
world where the weather
is less of an issue and is a
topic of last resort in social
interaction.
Those folks live in places
where temperatures
and precipitation are
usually constant and
they can go out their
doors in the morning
with all confidence

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know
that the weatherman’s
p ro g n o s t i c at i o n s w i l l
prepare them for their
entire day.
Here we are at the
merc y of those Rocky
Mountains and their
ability to stub Mother
N a t u r e ’s t o e s w h e n
she strolls through the
atmosphere.
T h e y c o m p re s s a n d
block tradewinds and offer
up a boundary for those
u p s l o p e s y s t e m s t hat
come to us from the south.
They warm those west
winds in the winter and
feed those thunderstorms
moisture in the summer.
All those phenomena

can occur in a matter of
hours, making an Alberta
meteorologist’s job a bit of
a tightrope walk.
As much as the business
of Alberta comes from
pumping decomposed
prehistoric remains from
deep in the ground, it
also has billions of dollars
of economic activity
occurring in the top 10
inches of the land.
Parts of our province
are feeling the effects of
a warm open winter and
those top few feet of soil
are perilously dry.
The first weeks of May
saw many frosty mornings
that curled new growth in
pastures and hayland and
some early seeded crops.
Add to that some
drought stress and there
are some real concerns
about what to do with
livestock still eating
hay bales and summer
pastures slow to grow or
drying out.
A pal of mine out by
Vulcan set out to find
green grass and moisture

on his six-year-old gelding.
He said by the time he
saw some and got home
h i s h o r s e ha d t u r n e d
seven.
That same day I had
just dumped a load of
yearlings on a pasture out
by Milo.
Before I jumped back
in the truck, Nature called
and I was eliminating a
couple of cups of coffee.
Three gophers ran
up and checked me out
because they thought they
heard water running.
As I sit here, the skies
a r e g r e y a n d t h e r e ’s
promise of some showers.
My hay really needs
it. I keep clicking on that
rainfall icon in the new
program, but it keeps
telling me that feature
isn’t available yet.
Maybe the new NDP
government will roll
out a precipitation
equalization program
and we’ll all get our
share.
But that’s more than I
really know.

Astronomer shows you the ropes at Spock Days
Have you ever wanted
to be taught by the best of
the best?
Mark Friday, June 12 on
your calendar and learn
the skies from author and
speaker Alan Dyer. Having
written several books and
equipped with an information-loaded website,
amazingsky.ca, Dyer has
been a student of the sky
since he can remember.
A resident of southern
Alberta, he has given presentations for decades, and
this year Vulcan is privileged to host him at the
Trek Station on June 12,
the first day of Spock Days.
Last year the Calgary
chapter of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada
(RASC) successfully held
an astronomy evening
with several presentations.
This year we are raising the bar as Dyer will
attempt to share decades
of experience in one evening. The RASC Calgary, in
co-operation with Vulcan
Tourism, has steadily been

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit
improving the stargazing
evenings that started in
December 2010 with technology and guest speakers
in specific areas.
Several telescopes and
visual aids will be outside,
and you are welcome to
bring your own binoculars and other stargazing
equipment.
Extended daylight
hours allow participants
to snap pictures with their
smartphones of Venus,
Jupiter and Saturn with
the rings perfectly visible, making Spock Days
unique and well worth it.
We meet the second
Friday of every month,
starting at 7:30 p.m. After

indoor presentations, we
go outside to scope the
skies with an 11-inch telescope. All are welcome,
and there’s no charge.
Refreshments are provided. For more information, phone the Trek Station at 403-485-2994 or
visit www.vulcantourism.
com.
Sky watch
On Friday, June 12 in
the west at sundown until
after midnight, Venus will
be next to the Bee Hive
Cluster M44. Both are
naked eye objects, and we
will point this out at the
June 12 stargazing session.
On Sunday, June 14
look northeast-east before
sunrise at about 5:15 a.m
as Mercury seems to follow the moon up.
On Sunday, June 30 in
the west after sundown,
Venus and Jupiter will be
near conjunction and will
the brightest object in the
sky besides the moon,
before they set at about
midnight. Makes a great
smartphone photo object

through a telescope.
Sunday, June 21 is the
first day of summer. The
sun officially rises at 5:23
a.m. and sets at 9:43 p.m.
with high noon at 1:33
p.m. for a total of 16 hours,
19 minutes of daylight.
Public events
Have you ever wanted
to be in a parade float?
The Calgary chapter of
RAS C has been in the
parade for more than six
years, and it’s always a
blast! We invite you to
join us for the one-hour
ride through Vulcan. All
are welcome on Saturday,
June 13, at 8:30 a.m. The
float gets going at 10 a.m.
Bring candy if you wish to
throw out to the crowd,
but it’s not necessary.
Neel Roberts is a member of the Calgary chapter
of the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada. Roberts
welcomes your questions
and comments, and can be
reached at 403-560-6574
and Neel_Roberts@ptc
canada.com.

