
Morgan:

I hear ya got a gopher 
problem. The boys have 
been out shootin’ a bit this 
spring but they’re pretty 
busy. 

D i m a s  i s  g e t t i n  h i s 
new place set up down 
by Lundbreck, and he’s 
havin’ some trouble get-
tin’ his new shop built on 
accounta the wind keeps 
blowin’ it down before he 
can get it sheeted in. 

Bryce has been helpin’ 
when he can, but he got a 
job with a big dirt farmer 
down there who’s seedin’ 
20,000 acres this spring. 
He’s kinda keen on the 
boss’s daughter and has 
been tryin’ pretty hard to 
show her he can drive a 
tractor as good as she can.

Both boys are too busy 
to help out their old man, 
so I’ve been pretty busy 
too pumpin’ septic tanks 
and haulin water. 

So much fer my Free-
dom 55 plan — looks like 
65 might be the new tar-

get. The government says 
I’ll be able to work some 
more before my Old Age 
Security kicks in anyways, 
so that’ll all work out.

Bryce says farmin’ has 
changed a bit since I was 
ridin’ an old 4020 with a 
14-foot disc drill and rod 
weeder for my spring job 
helpin’ out the neigh-
bours. 

He says the r ig  he’s 
drivin’ is 70 feet wide and 
the seed tank he’s pul-
lin’ holds almost 1,000 
bushels of seed and fer-
tilizer combined. He’s 
got a space-shuttle com-
puter, GPS and a gizmo 

that steers the tractor for 
him so he don’t overlap or 
miss ground at the end of 
that monster cultivator. 

He can cover 40 acres 
an hour and hardly ever 
touch the wheel except 
to get around wet spots 
or power line towers. His 
boss has three of those 
outfits, and they’re goin’ 
24 hours when they can. 

Bryce says his phone 
bi l l  is  big  this  month 
’cause he just chats with 
the girl in the other tractor 
to pass the time and he’s 
over on data, too.

I remember that old 
John Deere doin’ sum-
merfallow fer the neigh-
bour, and he was picky 
about the lines across the 
fi eld bein’ straight. 

I used to pick a land-
mark to aim at and was 
usually pretty good about 
strikin’ a mark. I aimed at 
a grain bin on the horizon 
one dusty day, and every 
time I looked up I seemed 
to be veerin’ off course. 
Turns out the bin was 

on wheels bein’ moved 
across country. That field 
was a bit off .

If I get some time I’ll 
come down and plink a 
few of yer rodents with ya. 
Daughter Celia is a crack 
shot and she’s lookin’ for 
somethin’ to do besides 
her pailbunter calf chores.

I remember the trou-
ble you got in when you 
skipped school and came 
with me to shoot gophers 
way back when. 

My old man told me 
if I didn’t think I needed 
to be in school he sure as 
heck would find some-
thing useful for me to do 
at home. Don’t think I 
cut class once after that. 
Seems to me you had the 
same talk with Stan.

Hope all is well at yer 
camp and yer calves are 
healthy. Call me when you 
brand — I’ll see if we can 
shake loose here and give 
you a hand.

Take care ol’ pard,
Dumas Canbee

Auld Lang Syne
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 May 4, 1928
Alex Zaetz, a man who had recently stolen boxes of cigars 
from the New Club Cafe and was wanted for an attempted 
murder charge, was brought in by Const. Bull. Zaetz would 
later be connected with an extensive string of burglaries in the 
Lethbridge area that had been baffl  ing police for quite some 
time. Zaetz was arraigned on the Vulcan theft charge and 
pleaded not guilty. 

May 5, 1999
Ground had been broken and work was underway on the new 
location of the local UAP/NAPA store. Ron Perley, the owner at 
the time, had been working on securing the land since 1992. 
The facility the business was located in at the time was roughly 
2,500 square feet while the new building would be almost 
double that size, measuring about 4,500 square feet. At the 
time, NAPA was working out of two buildings — one for bulk 
items and the other for in-store sales. The new building would 
allow NAPA to provide everything under one roof. Perley also 
said it would allow him to expand his product line.

May 2, 1979 Advocate fi le photo
PC candidate Gordon Taylor, top left, NDP candidate Gale 
Burke, top right, independent candidate Stan Schumacher, 
bottom left, and Liberal candidate Madeline Hombert 
contested the Bow River riding in the 1979 federal 
election. Roughly 225 potential voters packed into the 
new Royal Canadian Legion Hall in Vulcan to hear each of 
the four Bow River candidates convince the crowd of their 
worthiness of a seat in Ottawa. 

Canbee spring work

Gargantuan Galaxy packs over two quadrillion suns
K n o w n  a s  t h e  “ B i g 

One” to the Spanish, the 
Monster “El Gordo” gal-
axy cluster is recognized 
by  t h e  2 0 1 4  Guinness 
World Book of Records as 
the largest distant galaxy 
cluster to have been dis-
covered. 

At seven billion light 
years from Earth, it took 
NASA’s Chandra X-ray 
Observatory and Euro-
pean Southern Obser-
vatory’s Very Large Tel-
escope to discover it. 

The cluster has a mass 
of about two quadrillion 
(that’s 2 followed by 15 
zeroes) times that of our 
sun,  leaving astrono-
mers baffled. 

P r o f e s s o r  F e l i p e 
Menanteau of Depart-
ment of Astronomy from 
University of Illinois (at 
Urbana-Champaign), 
who led a study on El 
Gordo, stated “this clus-
ter is the most massive, 
the hottest, and gives off 
the most X-rays of any 

know n cluster  at  this 
distance or beyond.” To 
put it into perspective, 
El Gordo is 3,000 times 
more massive than our 
home galaxy of the Milky 
Way, which is more than 
125,000 l ight  years  in 
l e n g t h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
a  H u b b l e  Te l e s c o p e 
webpage.

Sky watch
On Tuesday, May 19, 

l o o k  n o r t h w e s t- w e s t 
at about 9 p.m. As the 
sun sets, the moon has 
Mars  next  to  i t  above 
the sun while Mercury is 
above. All are naked-eye 

objects.
If  you’re wondering 

what that bright star is 
after sunset in the west, 
it is Venus. It can be near 
blinding through bin-
oculars but makes a great 
photo against the Rocky 
Mountains at sunset. 

On Saturday, May 23, 
look southeast-east after 9 
p.m. as Saturn rises. While 
you can see Saturn all 
night with the naked eye, 
the rings tilting towards 
Earth at 24 degrees are 
visible through a good set 
of binoculars or telescope. 

T h e  E t a  A q u a r i d s 
Meteor Shower shoots 
10-20 meteors per hour 
before dawn, peaking this 
Tuesday to Th ursday. Th e 
waning gibbous moon 
will reduce visibility even 
though it’s in the opposite 
direction. Prime viewing 
is southeast-east at about 
4 a.m.

Public events 
Mark down this Friday, 

May 8, at 7:30 p.m. on 
your calendar and join 
us at the Vulcan Tourism 
and Trek Station for our 
monthly star-gazing ses-
sion. A short indoor pres-
entation will be given on 
summer stars and con-
stellations, and then we’ll 
go outside and check 
them out on our 11-inch 
telescope. Refreshments 
are provided. 

A l l  a re  w e l c o m e  t o 
this free monthly event, 
which is held the second 
Friday beginning at 7:30 
p.m. 

For more information, 
contact Vulcan Tourism 
at 403 485-2994 or visit 
www.vulcantourism.
com.  

Neel Roberts is a mem-
ber of the Calgary chapter 
of the Royal Astronomi-
cal Society of Canada. He 
welcomes your questions 
and comments at 403-
560-6574 and at Neel_
Roberts@ptccanada.com. 


