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Auld Lang Syne

April 3, 2003 Advocate ﬁle photo
The Get-A-Way Youth Centre in Vulcan received a new
facility in the Family and Community Support Services
Building. The new hangout gave young people a chance
to hang out three times a week in a safe environment.
Some teenagers said they were thrilled to move to the new
location from the Independent Order of Odd Fellows Hall.
Users of the facility could now enjoy activities like darts,
pool, ping pong, shuffleboard, and watching movies thanks
to new equipment in the building. At the time, the youth
centre had 35 regular members.

April 4, 1957
An army driving school was conducted in Vulcan the
previous Sunday. Approximately 20 members of A
Company, Calgary Highlanders, successfully passed driving
and eye exams to qualify as drivers of army vehicles.
Another six members of the unit qualified as drivers of
universal (tracked) carrier vehicles. The driving tests were
given by members of the Service Corps from Calgary,
and eye tests and written exams were given under the
supervision of an Alberta Motor Association representative.

April 1, 1987
About 50 ratepayers attended the County of Vulcan’s
annual meeting March 25 to hear the 19 county officials
review the 1986 minutes and reports to discuss present
and future concerns within the county. Wayne Davey
served as chairman for the evening, and the nominated
and elected secretary was County of Vulcan Administrator
Tom Roberts. Reeve Jones, in his report, commended
councillors for keeping the mill rate down and said he
was proud to announce that it had remained the same for
five consecutive years. Harold Greenfield discussed the
new county standardized maintenance manual with the
intention of standardizing and maintaining a high level of
work throughout the county. Greenfield also cautioned
ratepayers that some inconvenient road work would be on
the rise by way of cutting road shoulders down to prevent
water buildup on the roads.

Alberta’s fiscal folly
This time last year, we
were grumbling about how
much our Provincial Leader
spent jetting around on the
public dole enjoying her
pseudo-diplomatic missions promoting her home
province as the chief source
of manna to the world.
Unfortunately, her efforts
were tarnished by her own
doings and undoings at
home that were laid bare in
the media for all to see.
We tried and convicted
her in the public square,
and she fled the legislature
with her tail between her
legs. She might have put
her best side forward on
the world scene, but we all
knew there was trouble at
home.
I’m quite surprised to see
her name still at the bottom
of some of the remaining
Building Alberta signs that
haven’t blown down beside
some of the bridges and
roadways across the province.

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know
Perhaps it’s by design that
the current administration
has left those markers as
a reminder that there was
some big spending going
on before they inherited the
books.
Oil money moves pretty
quick. We all know how
young patch hands go
through the stuff if there’s
no oversight. We’ve all seen
the big-footed trucks towing
boats, bikes and campers
doing Mach 2 with a kid at
the wheel with a ball cap on
backwards.
They can leverage their

five-figure paychecks
against payments that
would have bought a small
ranch 50 years ago.
Who knew that oil would
drop to the levels we’ve
seen lately? Well, we all
knew it was possible, just
like we cowfolks know that
cattle can’t remain at these
lofty levels for long either.
But we carry on regardless, spending those windfall dollars in places where
they’re needed and some
where they’re not. We’ll
whine when calf prices fall
again, too.
We’ll enjoy our new
trucks and tractors, pay
down our operating lines,
and maybe take a holiday.
Just like all of us are enjoying those big new highway
ring roads, overpasses and
hospitals.
We were insulted when
the premier said we were
responsible for the mess.
Truth is, we are somewhat. We’re responsible

because we bought those
roads, schools, hospitals
and power lines. We’re in
the mess because we’ve
turned the government
loose with our wallets,
and they were just like
that roughneck kid with
the big paycheck. We’ve
ordered all of the options
on that big pickup because
we were sure that the oil
money would make those
payments.
Building Alberta cost a
ton of money. It’s easy to
load that poor management
onto an arrogant administration disconnected from
the electorate. There’s a lot
more than I know involved
in finding a way out, but I do
know we’re going to have to
be led out by responsibility
rather than being pushed
out by bureaucratic arrogance.
We will forget all of this
when the bust cracks. We
always do — it’s the Alberta
way.

Total lunar eclipse this Saturday
Most New Testament
scholars agree that Friday,
April 3, 33 AD was the original Good Friday, and even
NASA has confirmed there
was a Total Lunar Eclipse
that day.
Thanks to astronomy software, you can now recreate the event, and there are
some very telling phenomena. While the Scripture
doesn’t mention a Lunar
eclipse, it does list 3 p.m. as
the approximate time Christ
died on the cross.
Believe it or not, that’s
close to the time the moon
was going into eclipse below
the horizon and when it
raised in the late afternoon
it was actually in full-blood
red mode. That would have
frightened the daylights of
all present in Jerusalem that
day. Christians peg their
entire faith on the Sunday
morning resurrection and
historical records outside
the Bible confirm this actually happened April 5, 33
AD. This Saturday, April
4, before dawn at about 5

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit
a.m. you’ll be able to catch
a similar event as the moon
descends into the horizon
by sunrise.
Sky watch
There will be a total lunar
eclipse this Saturday. It
starts at about 3 a.m. and
lasts until about 6 a.m. No
visual aids needed as it’s
very obvious to see in the
southwest-west sky.
On Friday, April 19, look
northwest-west after sundown and Mercury, Mars
and the moon will be lined
up. Venus will be a bit higher
up.
On Tuesday, April 21,
just after sundown you can
catch Aldebaran and Venus
hanging out with the moon,

and if you go lower to the
horizon, you will see Mars
and Mercury.
T h e Ly r i d s M e t e o r
Shower, also known as April
shooting stars, are produced
by dust particles left behind
by a comet. They will peak
before dawn on Thursday,
April 23. Look east into the
constellation of Lyra, near
Vega, and you should be
able to catch 10-20 meteors
per hour on average with
rare surges of up to 100.
Public events
Experts from The Royal
Astronomical Society of
Canada (Calgary) will give
a short indoor presentation on “The Spring Sky”
on Friday, April 10. Astronomy enthusiasts can then
check out the heavens on an
11-inch telescope outside
the Vulcan Tourism and
Trek Station.
There will be an opportunity to snap your own
smartphone photos of the
moon and planets.
Refreshments are served,
and all are welcome to this

free event, which starts at
7:30 p.m.
For further information,
contact Vulcan Tourism at
403-485-2994 or visit www.
vulcantourism.com.
The Observer Night at the
Telescope Farm in Didsbury is hosted by All-Star
Telescope (http://www.
all-startelescope.com/) just
outside Didsbury. The next
observer night takes place
on Saturday, April 18, starting at 8 p.m. and lasting
until midnight. This fullfacility telescope dealer has
a heated showroom with
washrooms, and everything
is provided for free.
For further information,
contact Ken From at 866310-8844 or visit http://
www.all-startelescope.com/
pages/observer-nights.
Neel Roberts is a member
of the Calgary chapter of the
Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada. Neel welcomes
your questions and comments at 403-560-6574 and
Neel_Roberts@ptccanada.

