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July 27, 1966 Advocate ﬁle photo
A special treat for firearm enthusiasts at the Vulcan
Goodwill Day held the previous month was the
“fabulous gun collection” of Lawrence D. Halmrast of
Warner, wrote the Advocate. About half of his 400gun collection was on display at the Vulcan Legion
Hall. The display completely filled out two wings of
long tables at the hall. Some of the weapons dated
back to the U.S. Civil War and were worth $1,200 a
piece, making the collection worth thousands.

July 30, 1936
Trees on Vulcan boulevards were feeling the effects of the
prolonged drought, and many of the younger trees were
dying as a result. In most of the small trees, the leaves had
completely dried out and crumpled apart like powered
when touched, reported the Advocate. In an attempt to
save as many trees as possible, the Town’s crew had been
put on the job, watering the trees every day. This had been
done for the past three weeks, but with the trees to be
watered at the cemetery and the dump-grounds, it was
a large job to tackle with little equipment “and the trees
found it a long time between ‘drinks,’” wrote the Advocate.

July 31, 1996
Farmers battling the Canadian Wheat Board (CWB) had
gained the provincial government as an ally. The Alberta
government launched a court case July 22 asking the
Federal Court of Canada for a legal opinion on whether
the province could help farmers bypass the board. The
CWB had at the time a monopoly on exporting prairie
wheat and barley. Noel Hyslip, a Vulcan farmer who was
charged July 10 with selling his wheat across the border
without a permit, said he was glad to see the province take
a stand. “It’s a step in the right direction for the farmers,”
he said. “At least Alberta is on our side.” The province’s
proposal was to buy grain from Alberta farmers and take
it across the U.S. border for them, then sell it back to
farmers who would continue to haul it across the border.
Highwood MLA Don Tannas regretted the matter going to
court, but was supportive of the province. “I’m normally
reluctant to use the court system, but as a last resort, I’m
in support of this.” While the MLA did not favour getting
rid of the CWB, he wanted to end its monopoly.

Summer of discontent
This has been a summer
of discontent in world news
with the goings on in the
Middle East and the Black
Sea. We’re seeing hourly
reports depicting billowing
clouds of smoke as missles
rain down in Gaza and
Israel and troubling news of
Russian separatist militants
clashing with Ukraine
forces. Generations’ old
cultural and political
differences are coming
to a head, resulting in
thousands of people losing
their lives in the crossfire.
It is a common reaction
here to dismiss these
events and snuggle under
our safety and security
blankets. “Just let them
fight it out, that’s what
they’ve always done.” One
problem with that is the
reality that these world
conflicts have a real impact
on us here in the West.
The world markets
don’t like instability. If
these clashes continue to
escalate, there could be
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real consequences to world
commerce and markets
will become increasingly
volatile. Sophisticated
investors might be able
to capitalize on these
market swings, but the
vast major ity of folks
with little investments or
pensions rooted in some
world market funds might
see some significant
adjustments in their net
worth.
The Middle East volatility
always has implications on
resource prices. Whenever
there’s a hiccup there, oil
prices seem to rise and we
pay more at the pumps.
The Ukraine is the

world’s third largest grain
expor ter. World grain
shipments might reflect the
unrest in that breadbasket
region, also affecting prices
here. We might see better
prices for our grain, but that
has its own ripple effect
too. They also have a huge
manufacturing industry
and aerospace expertise.
No wonder the Russians
are eyeing the region.
It’s not all about the
money. We are reluctant
to put a human face
on these calamities
because “those people”
dress differently, speak a
different language, have
different skin colour and
go to different churches
than we do. Really, the
majority of “those people”
are more like us than we
care to believe. They go
to work, support their
families, contribute to
their communities and
live normal lives. If we’ve a
conscience at all, we have
to realize that the human

costs far outweigh any
disruption in the markets.
For that reason we can’t
“just let them fight it out.”
If things escalate further,
we’ll see Egypt and Jordan
getting into the mix and the
whole of Israel and Gaza
might be pushed into the
sea. If the Russians ramp
things up in the Ukraine,
there will be ripples across
Europe and we’ll see a
warmer version of the Cold
War. The Western world
will ultimately pick sides in
these conflicts.
Whether we’re
motivated by humanitarian
needs or financial risk will
define us as conscientious
participants. Or we can
ignore it all and hope it
goes away.
More than I know: It’s
much harder promoting
peace when you’re
shouting and waving a sign
that displays your hatred
for someone rather than
learning what makes that
someone human.

Perseids meteor shower a grand opportunity to shoot shooting stars
Technology is making
the stargazer’s life easier,
even when there are
objects that can be seen by
the naked eye that maybe
too swift to spot.
This year’s near full
moon will reduce the
visibility of the expected
60-100 meteors per hour
during the Perseids
peak, which takes place
Wednesday, Aug. 13. Since
2008, NASA has used a
network of cameras across
the United States set up
especially to photograph
the streaking fireballs,
which are quick for the eye
to capture.
The streaks become
obvious once the glowing
Double Cluster in Perseus
clears the horizon at about
11 p.m. and ascends into
the night sky.
Some Roman Catholics
refer to the Perseids as the
“tears of St. Lawrence,”
since Aug. 10 is the date of
his martyrdom.
Break out the chairs any
time after nightfall and set
your view to look between
the radiant, which will be
in the northeast part of
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the sky and the zenith, the
point in the sky directly
above you.
The celestial event is the
result of comet 109P/SwiftTuttle trailing debris, which
has been seen for more
than two millinnia and was
last observed in 1992. But
it’s not scheduled to return
until 2126, so don’t hold
your breath.
The Perseids is a
backyard success because
the weather is still warm,
mosquitos are mostly gone
and people can also see
the meteor shower without
telescopes or astronomical
apparatus.
Sky watch for the next
month
The waxing moon will
be near Mars and Saturn
on the Sunday, Aug. 31

Labour Day long weekend.
Just after sunset, look to the
south-southwest — those
two bright objects near the
moon are Saturn and Mars,
which will set by 11 p.m. in
the southwest-west.
Venus and Jupiter will
be near the M44 Beehive
Cluster on Tuesday, Aug.
19 before dawn. Look
northeast-east at 5 a.m. as
these three rise with the
sun.
This is an excellent
month to view the Milky
Way’s brilliance without
freezing. The best time is
after 11 p.m. until dawn.
The annual Perseids
meteor shower ’s peak
starts Monday, Aug.
11 and continues until
Wednesday, Aug. 13 with
an estimated rate of 60-100
meteors per hour.
The best time to view
starts at 11 p.m. facing
the northeast in the
constellation of Perseas
(www.skymaps.com has
free star charts that will
help you find it) until dawn.
For more information,
check out www.chiff.com/
science/perseids.htm,

which has a complete
video guide.
Public events for the next
month
The monthly Friday
night stargazing session at
the Vulcan Tourism and
Trek Station takes place
Aug. 8 starting at 7:30 p.m.,
so mark it on your calendar
and join us.
We will try and show you
the rings of Saturn during
daylight followed by a short
indoor presentation on the
cosmos, weather pending.
Experts are on hand at
the monthly stargazing
sessions to explain the
heavens, teach telescoping
skills and help people
develop their knowledge of
our sky.
For more information,
contact Vulcan Tourism at
403-485-2994 or visit www.
vulcantourism.com.
Happy meteor shower
viewing and keep reaching
for the sky!
Neel Roberts welcomes
your questions and
comments at 403-4852683 and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com.

