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Say I have a product for
sale, and I want to give it
some kind of edge to make it
attractive to potential buyers.

I hire some advertising
professionals, and they
take my product and test or
taste it or use it somehow
and brainstorm about what
makes it special.

Also say this product
really isn’t that much better
or even unique in its class
of product. For instance it
might be a shredded whole
wheat cracker that’s good
with dip, cheese or little slices
of sausage like the moose
pepperoni Uncle Ed used to
make.

The little focus group
likes the cracker in its
unremarkable state but
if only there was a way to
get the attention of trendy
young consumers looking
for healthy and safe food
choices.

By golly, there seems
to be an interesting trend
developing among young
shoppers. They’re buying
into more costly options such
as organic foods and now
they’ve discovered they can
choose items that haven’t
been made with genetically
modified ingredients. Let’s
slap that non-GMO butterfly
label on the package right
away.

Interesting thing that.
There’s no commercially
grown genetically modified
wheat. No matter, the label
isn’t really false advertising
and people seem to think
that those products are
healthier choices.

After all, we just don’t
know that much about
GMOs, so they must be
bad. All the stuff I read
on Facetwittagram says
that genetically modified
organisms cause all manner
of diseases and promote
runaway chemical usage.
And w e a l l k now t hat
Facetwittagram is gospel.

So what’s wrong with
knowing what’s in (or not in)
our food? Nothing really. It’s
just whether the label really
suggests that there’s some
sort of benefit from being
free from GMOs. There’s not.
So why would you imply that
there’s a benefit if there isn’t?

It’s a simple marketing
ploy that capitalizes on a fear
campaign by anti-corporate,
a n t i -s c i e n c e f a c t i o n s
woefully ignorant of what
really goes on in bioscience.

Labelling products as
Non-GMO is akin to putting
a “Not Blue” label on the box.
They’re not blue but they’re
not better unless your social
media “research” suggests
that blue food is poisonous.

He re’s a l i t t l e m o re
that I know about GMOs:
Modifications are carefully
done to promote beneficial
traits such as insect or
drought resistance, chemical
tolerance or enhanced
yields. Most technologies
support reduced chemical
rates due to usage of non-
selective herbicides and
reductions in insecticides
and fungicides. Crops that
use less land and water to
grow similar yields have
significant environmental
advantages over less efficient
varieties.

One alteration allows
fruit to remain on the shelf
longer, and new technologies
a r e e x p e r i m e n t i n g
with enhanced health
characteristics of the crops
by transplanting beneficial
genes from things like
lycopene producing tomato
pigment into pineapples.

Imagine a pink pineapple
with cancer preventing anti-
oxidants.

The technology is safe, and
so is the food it produces.
T r a d i t i o n a l b r e e d i n g
modifications are less
precise and may result in
unusable offspring that may
be inedible or even toxic.
Precisely tweaking specific
genetic traits is far more
predictable and can bring
superior varieties to market
sooner.

I don’t buy products with
that little butterfly label on
them because I think it does
more harm to our producers
than good. I used to eat
those little shredded wheat
crackers, but not any more.

I’m similarly bent against
organic labels too because I
just think that the marketing
is all wrong. It’s not better
stuff. It’s more expensive stuff
and it’s implied conventional
production is somehow
unhealthy.

Apologies to organic
producers — you’re hard-
working folks trying to
capitalize on trends to
achieve market share. Your
stuff just won’t be in my cart,
I’ll support my conventional
neighbours, thank you. Oh,
and wake up advertising
professionals. I’ve got lots of
friends who agree with me.

Auld Lang Syne

Comment
Untruth about labelling
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It’s that timeof year againwhencounty andother area
residents take their best garden vegetables,quilts,
handicrafts,bakingandphotographs toMilo for its annual
fall fair.Therewasagood turnout at the fair this year as the
curling rinkwasfilledwithpeoplewhostopped to take in the
exhibits andadmire theworkof friends andacquaintances.

October 3, 1990
Some of the top university hockey players in the province will
be facing a tough challenge on Saturday, Oct. 13 when they will
take on the Canadian Olympic Hockey Team in an exhibition
game to be played at Vulcan. The game will be played at the
Vulcan District Arena at 7 p.m. The University All-Star team
will be made up of players from the universities of Alberta,
Calgary and Lethbridge. All the proceeds from the game will be
donated to the Vulcan Minor Hockey Association. The contests
between the Olympic hockey team and the University All-Stars
is part of the recreation board’s winter program designed to
generate more interest in hockey and to try and bring back the
family support teams had in previous years. Another aspect of
this program is the re-introduction of senior A hockey to the
County of Vulcan. The Vulcan Thunderbirds, a new team, will be
part of the Ranchland Senior A Hockey league for the first time
in six years. The team will be made up almost entirely of county
players, with the exception with one of two from Calgary.

October 2, 1991
Experiments, magic, films, scientists, puzzles and a whole lot
more fun are just two weeks away in the first-ever Magic of
Science festival Wednesday, Oct. 16. Sponsored by the County
Science Council, the festival is open to all members of the
general public and is designed to give residents hands-on
experience with science and the areas and industries it affects.
In addition, the festival will offer a series of questions, puzzles
and long-term science problems that teams will be asked to
try to solve. In conjunction with the contests, several speakers
will be featured throughout the day to help participants
learn more about science. The first speaker will be Dennis
Milbrandt of the Calgary Planetarium. His presentation will
on“Science Fiction….Science Fact, a Flight to the Planets and
Beyond.”Another presentation will be,“Bears, Badgers and
Burrowing Owls – Alberta’s Wildlife heritage,”and is to be given
by Joseph LeBlanc, a naturalist/docent with the Calgary Zoo.

Curious Cats make cool constellations
A s c o o l e r w e a t h e r

comes to us in fall, the
skies have some “cool”
celestial objects to match.

Ve n t u r e o u t a b o u t
6,000 light years in the
constellation of Scorpius
and you’ll find the “Cat’s
Paw Nebula-NCG 6543,
also known as the Bear
Claw Nebula and Gum 64.

C l o s e r t o h o m e , a t
about three light years
o u t , i s T h e C a t ’s E y e
Nebula or NGC 6543 in
the northern constellation
of Draco.

B a c k t o E a r t h , w e
c a n c l e a r l y s e e t h e
c o n s t e l l a t i o n o f L e o
dominating high in the
southern sky with its six-
s t a r re v e r s e q u e s t i o n
mark or signature sickle
for ming the head. Al l
these can be seen this
time of year for most of
t h e n i g ht , b u t a g o o d
telescope is needed the

first two.

Sky watch
This Thursday, look east

from 5:40 a.m. until dawn for
Venus and Mars.

This Saturday is the peak
of the Draconid meteor
shower. It’s best seen after
twilight facing north, high
up. While not as dramatic
as other showers, it can
occasionally spew hundreds
an hour. The waning gibbous
moon will rise during the
early evening, so there will
be very little moon-free time.

From Tuesday, Oct. 17
for two weeks before dawn,
in the east, is the best time
to see the zodiacal light —
a faint, roughly triangular,
whitish glow seen in the
night sky extending from the
vicinity of the sun along the
ecliptic or zodiac.

On Friday, Oct. 20, watch
for the peak of the Orionids
meteor shower. It peaks for
one to two hours before
dawn just to the north of
constellation Orion’s bright
star, Betelgeuse. After this
meteor shower’s peak takes
place only one day after a
new moon, there will be no
moonlight.

Public events
Mark down Saturday, Oct.

21 from 8-11 p.m. on your
calendar for the monthly
open house at the Rothney
Observatory near Priddis.

There will be an array
of scopes operated by

U n i v e r s i t y o f Ca l ga r y
astronomers and members
of the Calgary chapter of
the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada. You will
have the opportunity to look
through the telescopes, and
astronomers will be on hand
to answer questions. That
night, Andromeda will be
found near the heart of the
winged horse Pegasus in the
northern sky.

To attend, the entrance
fee is $30 per car. For
further information, contact
Jennifer Howse at jhowse@
phas.ucalgary.ca or 403- 931-
2366. Visit www.ucalgary.ca/
rao for more information.

Neel Roberts is a member
of the Calgary chapter of
the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada. Neel
welcomes your questions
and comments at 403-560-
6574 and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com.

MorganWilson
More Than I Know

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit


